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The  desire  of  fame,  must,  from  the  universality  of  its  ex¬ 
istence,  be  an  emmanation  from  Deity.  For  without  some 
such  laudable  impulse  man  would  be  but  little  better  than  a 
mass  of  moving  matter,  without  either  an  object  to  stimulate, 
or  an  end  to  attain.  Consequently,  in  offering  to  the  public 
the  following  incidents  of  a  most  singularly  guided  life,  I  do 
not  claim  an  entire  exemption  from  the  common  frailties  of 
our  nature.  But  I  shall  claim  the  virtue  of  truth  in  the  de¬ 
tails,  and  a  sincere  desire,  that  this  little  work,  if  it  should  ever 
be  published  to  the  world,  may  tend  to  warn  the  young  and  the 
thoughtless,  from  these  quicksands  of  pride,  vice  and  immor¬ 
ality,  upon  which,  I.  with  so  many  others,  have  been  wrecked, 
and  lost  to  themselves  and  the  world  forever. 

I  am  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  according  to  an  old  register 
which  was  kept  in  my  father’s  house,  was  born  on  the  16th 

of  August  1797,  and  raised  in - County,  where  many  of 

my  family  relations  still  reside.  My  father  was  a  plain  coun¬ 
try  farmer,  who  lived  in  easy  circumstances,  devoting  his  time 
to  the  management  of  his  farm,  and  striving  by  all  means,  to 
prepare  his  children  for  a  life  of  usefulness  and  respectability, 
by  laying  the  foundation  af  a  liberal  education. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen,  having  mastered  every  thing  taught 
in  the  common  country  schools,  I  was  sent  to  the  Statesville 
Academy,  N.  C.,  where,  under  the  tuition  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Mushat,  I  received  the  most  valuable  part  of  my  education. — 
In  1818,  in  obedience  to  the  dictates  of  an  ardent  temperament, 
as  well  as  the  example  of  many  other  young  men  of  my  ac¬ 
quaintance,  I  emigrated  to  the  State  of  Tennessee,  to  carve 
out  my  own  fortune,  in  what  was  then  considered  a  new 
country. 

Perhaps  few  young  men  have  entered  upon  the  arena  of 
life,  with  prospects  more  flattering  than  mine  were.  I  had  the 
advantage  of  a  liberal  education,  together  with  an  abundance 
of  friends,  ready  to  promote  my  interest,  and  being  naturally 
active  and  sanguine,  I  could  set  no  bounds,  either  to  hope  or 
ambition. 
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Shortly  after  my  arrival  in  Tennessee,  I  commenced  rea¬ 
ding  law,  in  the  office  of  a  Mr.  Gilchrist,  in  the. town  of  Frank¬ 
lin,  where  I  was  a  door. neighbor  to  Mr.  Polk,  late  President 
of  the  U.  States.  After  reading  law  some  nine  or  ten  months, 
I  became  tired  of  it,  and  sought  employment  of  a  more  active 
character,  and  ffirough  the  influence  of  the  Hon.  Felix  Grundy, 
and  some  of  the  early  friends  of  my  father,  who  had  emigrated 
to  that  region,  I  obtained  employment  as  Surveyor  of  Govern¬ 
ment  Lands  under  Gen.  Coffee,  the  Surveyor-General  of  Ala¬ 
bama.  I  continued  in  that  employment  about  four  years,  and 
as  the  pay  was  large,  I  had  in  that  time,  realized  nearly  $7000 
in  cash.  Pleasant  dreams,  bright  eyes  and  smiling  faces  met 
me  as  boon  companions;  and  I  enjoyed  the  mental  feast,  from 
knowing  how  happy  my  beloved  parents  and  sisters  were,  when 
told  of  my  brightning  prospects:  it  was  a  feast,  which,  at  that 
time  the  wealth  of  an  empire  could  not  have  purchased. 

My  reputation  as  on  efficient  Surveyor  was  so  fully  estab¬ 
lished,  that  in  Aug.  1823,  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee  being 
then  in  Session,  I  was  put  in  nomination  before  that  body,  for 
the  Office  of  what  was  then  known  as  principal  Surveyor  of  a 
district,  composed  of  three  counties.  This  was  done  by  some 
of  the  early  friends  of  my  father,  and  in  opposition  to  a  gentle¬ 
man  of  the  highest  standing,  who  also  had  the  advantage  of 
age,  having  been  in  employment  by  the  State  for  more  than 
twenty  years.  The  result  was,  as  might  have  been  forseen, — 
I  was  defeated  in  the  election. 

Now  those  who  are  in  the  habit  of  tracing  effects  to  their 
causes,  may  find  in  this  circumstance  the  remote  cause  of  all 
the  privations,  suffering  and  desolating  grief,  which  has  pur¬ 
sued  me  from  that  day  to  this.  For  instead  of  feeling  elevated 
and  proud,  that  a  boy  as  I  then  was,  had  been  named  or  even 
thought  of  in  connection  with  such  an  office,  1  felt  chagrined 
and  mortified  to  such  a  degree,  that  I  immediately  left  the 
State,  where,  I  persuaded  myself  I  had  been  disgraced,  and 
went  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  determined  to  obliterate,  if  possi¬ 
ble,  all  recollection  of  what  I  felt  to  be  so  humbling.  Theie 
was  pride,  unmixed  pride  and  obstinancy  in  that  act,  which  in 
its  consequences,  sickens  the  heart  to  contemplate.  But  I  must 
not  indulge  too  freely  in  the  recital  of  my  feelings  ;  I  have  pro¬ 
posed  to  give  a  true  detail  of  facts,  and  as  far  as  a  retentive 
memory  will  enable  me  to  do  so,  I  will  redeem  that  promise. 

Some  few  months  after  my  arrival  in  Georgia,  1  married 
a  wife,  and  settled  down,  as  I  then  thought  for  the  balance  of 
my  life.  I  had  more  than  $6,000  in  cash,  and  the  property 
which  my  wife  brought  me,  was  worth  nearly  as  much  more; 
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so  that  as  far  as  property  was  concerned,  I  might  have  been 
justlv  considered  in  easy,  if  not  in  enviable  circumstances. — 
But  the  connection  was  unfortunate  in  every  respect,  and 
finally  ended,  not  only  in  the  total  loss  of  my  own  individual 
property,  but  in  the  destruction  of  every  thing  like  domestic 
happiness. 

Several  of  the  family  connections  of  my  wife,  being  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  Commission  business  in  the  town  of  Augusta,  and 
having  ventured  largely  into  the  cotton-mania  or  speculation  of 
1826,  called  on  me  to  sustain  them,  which  I  did  to  the  full 
amount  of  my  own  individual  money  and  property;  when  be¬ 
fore  ten  days  more,  the  concern  failed,  with  assets  which  only 
paid  a  few  cents  in  the  dollar.  Thus  at  one  swoop,  the  honor¬ 
able  labor  of  years  was  swept  away,  and  with  it  every  pros¬ 
pect  of  peace  or  quietness  in  my  family-circle.  For  my  wife, 
so  far  from  sympathising  with  me  in  such  a  loss,  neglected  no 
opportuni  y  of  harrassing  me  with  charges  of  improvidence, 
and  the  sacredness  of  the  property  which  she  had  brought  me, 
until  mv  home  became  like  a  desert;  and  after  finding  by  the 
experience  of  a  year,  no  mitigation  from  the  eternal  clatter  of 
a  woman’s  tongue,  in  a  fit  of  mental  desperation,  I  mounted 
my  horse  on  the  1st  of  Feb.  1827,  and  left  her  and  her  proper¬ 
ty  forever. 

Nearly  twenty-four  years  have  rolled  around  since  that 
fatal  day,  and  my  blood  yet  chills  in  my  heart,  when  I  reflect 
upon  it.  Although  I  could  not  then  perceive  any  other  course 
to  persue,  yet  I  now  know  that  pride  and  obstinacy  was  at  the 
bottom  of  it,  and  that  by  adopting  a  different  course  of  conduct 
the  fatal  act,  with  all  its  consequences,  might  have  been  avoi¬ 
ded.  There  is  no  human  being,  who  can,  without  the  necess¬ 
ary  experience,  analize  the  feeling  of  a  man  thus  situated:  — 
he  can  find  no  community  of  feeling,  with  either  the  married 
or  the  single,  and  if  he  has  the  misfortune  to  possess  a  nicer 
sense  of  honorable  feeling,  he  will  be  forced  to  fly  from  society, 
and  as  far  as  possible,  from  the  world  and  himself  also.  Thus 
1  found  it.  In  a  few  short  months,  I  found  myself  without  a 
home,  wandering  in  this  wide  world,  without  either  an  object 
or  a  motive  to  direct  me. 

After  wandering  about  for  some  time  in  the  southern 
states,  I  took  charge  of  an  Academy  at  Chesterville,  S.  C., 
where  I  might  again  have  done  well.  But  all  the  early  pur¬ 
poses  of  life  appeared  to  be  unhinged,  and  my  peace  of  mind 
was  so  broken,  that  after  a  few  months  I  gave  it  up  and  again 
became  a  wanderer.  It  might  be  here  asked,  why  I  did  not 
return  to  my  friends,  for  I  had  money  at  that  time?  but  the 
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only  answer  I  can  give  to  such  a  question,  is,  that  I  do  not 
know.  I  shall  therefore  only  state  the  facts,  and  leave  the  in¬ 
ferences  to  those  who  may  think  proper  to  draw  them. 

I  had  spent  several  months,  I  hardly  know  how  or  where, 
until  the  latter  part  of  April,  1828,  when  I  found  myself  in 
Georgetown,  S.  CM  where  I  was  forced  to  sell  my  horse  to 
meet  my  absolute  wants.  It.  was  while  I  was  at  the  latter 
place,  I  became  acquainted  with  a  young  Planter  of  that  neigh¬ 
borhood,  who  owned  a  large  Rice  Plantation,  and  who  had 
chartered  a  small  schooner,  to  go  to  Edenton,  N.  C.  for  a  cargo 
of  corn  to  supply  his  plantation.  I  took  passage  in  the  schoo¬ 
ner  with  him ;  but  whv  I  did  so,  or  what  motive  induced  me 
to  do  it,  are  questions  which  I  did  not  at  that  lime  even  think 
of.  Yet  subsequent  events,  convinces  me,  that  there  must  have 
been  some  latent  motive  lurking  in  my  mind,  which  I  did  not 
at  that  time  fully  realize.  Now  it  will  be  borne  in  mind,  that 
up  to  this  time  there  had  been  no  departure  from  the  strictest 
probity, —  and  I  feel  satisfied,  that  it  would  have  been  a  dang¬ 
erous  thing  for  any  man  to  have  proposed,  or  even  hinted  to 
me  a  dishonorable  act. 

The  young  Planter  was  wealthy,  frank  and  affable,  and 
by  the  time  we  reached  Edenton,  we  were  upon  terms  of  the 
closest  intimacy.  Just  before  going  ashore,  I  asked  him  to  give 
me  change  for  a  ten  dollar  note,  which  he  did  from  a  well  filled 
pocket-book.  I  asked  him  if  it  was  not  unsafe  to  carry  so 
much  money  about  his  person,  telling  him  at  the  same  time, 
that  I  generally  carried  my  money  in  my  trunk.  In  going  up 
to  the  public  house,  he  told  me  that  he  had  acted  upon  my 
suggestion  and  had  put  his  mone>  in  his  trunk.  At  that  in¬ 
stant  the  scales  fell  from  my  eyes, — the  motive  which  prompt¬ 
ed  me  to  take  passage  with  him  became  manifest,  for  I  determ¬ 
ined  to  rob  him  of  his  money.  After  we  had  taken  dinner,  he 
went  out  to  make  some  calls,  whilst  I,  feigning  indisposition, 
remained  at  the  Hotel.  But  as  soon  as  he  was  out  of  the  way, 
I  broke  open  his  trunk,  and  having  secured  the  money,  I  left 
the  Hotel  and  Village,  taking  care  to  put  them  on  the  wrong 
track  in  pursuing  me,  by  starting  in  an  opposite  direction  to 
the  one  I  intended  to  go;  and  as  soon  as  I  had  found  a  hiding 
place,  I  secreted  myself  until  about  midnight,  when  I  left  my 
concealment  and  pursued  my  course,  but  in  such  a  zig-zag  di¬ 
rection,  that  I  made  good  my  way  to  an  obscure  ferry  on  the 
Roanoke,  and  continuing  my  route  through  the  dismal  swamp, 
I  arrived  at  Norfolk  in  three  days. 

It  was  my  intention  to  continue  on  to  Baltimore,  but  as 
there  was  less  travelling  at  that  time  than  at  present,  I  was 
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forced  to  remain  at  Norfolk  nearly  two  days  for  a  passage.  — 
When  the  time  for  the  departure  of  the  steamer  arrived,  I  went 
on  board  of  her, — but  while  they  were  getting  up  steam,  I  ob¬ 
served  a  small  schooner  sail  close  by  us,  and  was  about  to  haul 
in,  when,  who  should  appear  on  her  deck  but  my  young  friend 
from  S.  C.,  from  whom  I  had  so  recently  parted.  As  I  had  no 
desire  for  an  interviev  with  him,  I  left  the  steamer  immediate¬ 
ly,  and  having  crossed  over  the  old  bridge  to  Portsmouth,  I 
took  the  road  towards  Petersburg. 

After  walking  all  day  through  the  sand  and  being  very 
much  fatigued,  I  came  to  the  brink  of  a  deep,  narrow  stream, 
and  just  at  the  same  time,  a  gentleman,  who  I  knew  by  his 
saddle-wallets  to  be  a  Physician,  rode  up  to  the  opposite  side, 
and  having  tied  his  horse,  crossed  over  the  stream  in  a  small 
canoe,  which  1  used  for  the  same  purpose.  The  doctor  was 
on  a  visit  to  some  of  his  patients,  and  no  doubt,  intended  to 
leave  his  horse  until  his  return.  There  was  a  few  slaves  at 
work  close  by,  who  could  plainly  perceive  that  some  conver¬ 
sation  had  passed  between  the  Doctor  and  myself,  and  were 
somewhat  prepared  for  what  followed. 

I  only,  asked  the  question  as  I  took  hold  of  the  bridle,  if 
that  was  not  the  Doctor’s  horse,  and  being  answered  in  the 
affimative,  I  told  them  that  the  Doctor  had  requested  me  to 
ride  him  home,  and  without  futher  ceremony  mounted  him  and 
rode  off.  I  must  have  rode  that  horse  nearly  sixty  miles  be¬ 
fore  morning,  and  a  finer  animal  never  was  saddled.  When 
daylight  began  to  appear,  I  turned  him  loose  in  a  field,  and 
after  walking  a  few  miles,  hired  a  conveyance  to  Petersburg. 

I  have  thus  been  minute  in  detailing  the  circumstances  at¬ 
tending  the  first  crime  that  ever  polluted  my  fingers,  and  I 
would  feign  moralize  upon  it,  but  I  can  find  no  solution  to  such 
a  phenomena  of  the  human  mind.  It  was  instigated  by  neither 
external  influence  nor  preceding  reflection,  but  appears  to  have 
been  executed  under  one  of  those  impulses  of  the  mind,  for 
which  neither  reason  nor  philosophy  can  furnish  an  adequate 
cause.  Whilst  then  I  feel  unable  to  account  for  such  an  act, 
upon  any  of  the  known  laws  of  the  human  mind,  the  conse¬ 
quences  are  so  deeply  engraved  on  the  tablet  of  memory,  that 
neither  time,  adversity  or  prosperity  can  ever  eradicate  them. 
For  there  is  a  moral  instinct  in  the  bosom  of  man,  which  is 
like  some  delicate  flower,  and  when  once  trodden  under  foot, 
never  recovers  its  original  beauty.  And  although  in  man,  the 
wound  may  appear  to  be  heeled,  yet  the  moral  constitution  is 
impaired,  and  in  nearly  every  case  he  is  doomed,  like  the  poets 
stricken  deer,  to  carry  the  arrows  with  which  he  is  wounded, 
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to  rankle  and  fester  ;  thus  destroying  the  possibility  of  a  ment¬ 
al  remedy. 

Man  by  nature  is  a  social  being,  and  when  unfettered  in 
his  choice,  he  finds  congenial  society,  as  naturally  as  water 
finds  its  level.  But  when  obstacles  exist  or  arise,  to  prevent 
such  choice,  there  are  but  few  men  so  isolated  and  selfish,  as 
to  remain  alone  in  this  busy  world.  —  So  I  found  it;  but  I  will 
proceed. 

With  the  proceeds  of  this  robbery,  which  was  about  $1,500 
I  left  ketersburg  for  the  north,  where  I  used  every  appliance, 
and  resorted  to  every  artifice  in  vain,  to  silence  the  witness 
which  had  taken  up  a  residence  in  my  heart.  The  Theatre 
and  the  gaming-table  with  all  their  associate  vices  became 
familiar  in  vain.  Finally  1  took  the  fashionable  route  of  tra¬ 
vellers  and  visited  Saratoga,  the  Falls  of  Niagara,  and  in  fact 
all  the  usual  places  of  resort;  but  like  the  curse  denounced 
against  the  Israelites,  the  soles  of  my  feet  found  no  rest,  until 
my  moral  courage  gave  way,  and  I  was  prepared  to  defy  the 
laws  of  the  land,  and  become  a  depradator  by  profession,  and 
follow  it  too — as  the  laborer  does  his  daily  business. 

Such  is  in  substance  the  true  history  of  my  downward 
course,  and  it  must  be  somewhat  simular  to  the  experience  of 
all  who,  in  a  moment  of  temptation,  have  yielded  up  that  price¬ 
less  gem, — a  pure  unsullied  conscience. 

Some  time  in  October,  1828,  I  returned  from  the  north  to 
Philadelphia,  and  put  up  at  the  Congress  Hall,  then  kept  by 
D.  Saint.  But  the  boundless  extravagance  in  which  I  had  in¬ 
dulged,  had  left  my  pocket  so  light,  that  I  was  obliged  to  go  to 
work  again,  in  order  to  ascertain  how  and  where,  I  was  to 
raise  more  of  the  needful.  1  had  not  b?en  on  the  lookout  long, 
before  I  ascertained  that  a  gentlemen  who  was  on  his  way  to 
Washington,  had  a  large  amount  of  “dust”  in  his  trunk,  which 
made  me  quite  anxious  to  cultivate  his  acquaintance,  and  for 
that  purpose  I  determined  to  go  on  with  him.  At  that  time, 
the  steam  boat  left  Philadelphia  for  Baltimore,  at  noon,  via  of 
Ne  w  Castle  and  Frenchtown,  arriving  at  Baltimore  about  two 
o’clock  in  the  morning.  On  arriving  at  Baltimore,  the  passen¬ 
gers  went  ashore,  or  remained  on  board  the  steamboat  until 
daylight,  as  they  thought  proper.  My  man  was  of  the  fatter 
class,  so  knowing  him  to  be  asleep  in  his  berth,  I  had  nothing 
to  do  but  point  out  the  right  trunk  to  a  porter,  and  go  about 
my  business.  But  in  doing  so,  1  made  a  fatal  mistake,  by  point¬ 
ing  out  the  wrong  one,  which  was  carried  to  a  hotel  before  1 
found  out  the  mistake.  The  trunk  I  got  possession  of,  instead 
of  being  filled  with  the  needful,  was  crammed  with  nothing 
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but  the  wearing  apparel  of  some  lady  who  had  been  a  passen¬ 
ger  on  the  boat ;  now  if  I  had  acted  wisely,  I  would  have  re¬ 
turned  to  the  boat  with  the  trunk,  which  would  have  been  a 
sufficient  excuse  for  the  mistake,  but  it  was  raining  and  dark, 
and  so  I  let  it  alone  until  daylight,  when  it  was  too  late  to 
correct  the  error. 

Early  in  the  morning  I  met  a  man  with  whom  I  had 
formed  a  slight  acquaintance,  and  as  he  intended  to  go  to 
Washington,  we  hired  a  hack  to  carry  us  there,  and  without 
reflecting  upon  it,  we  had  the  trunk  in  question  tied  on  behind, 
to  take  with  us.  When  the  aaent  and  captain  of  the  steamer 
were  informed  of  the  robbery,  they  employed  t tie  officers  of 
the  police  to  ferrit  it  out.  To  do  which,  they  went  around  to 
the  different  hotels,  until  they  came  to  the  one  where  I  had 
stopped;  there  they  were  put  on  the  right  track,  and  started 
in  pursuit,  being  stimulated  by  the  reward  which  was  offered, 
we  were  overtaken  at  a  place  called  Waterloo,  about  twelve 
miles  from  Baltimore,  and  carried  back  to  a  magistrate,  who 
committed  us  to  jail,  for  trial  before  the  Criminal  Court  which 
was  then  in  session. 

We  immediately  sent  for  a  lawyer,  to  whom  I  told  the 
facts  as  they  were;  upon  hearing  which,  he  said  that  he  could 
clear  one  of  us,  and  asked  me  which  it  should  be.  I  told  him  to 
clear  my  companion,  who  was  in  fact  innocent,  and  that  I 
could  run  the  chance  of  getting  off  by  some  other  means.  — 
When  brought  up  for  trial,  my  companion  was  acquitted,  and 
as  I  had  no  other  chance  or  hope  left,  I  had  my  trial  removed 
to  Annapolis,  my  only  object  being  to  obtain  time  in  order  to 
effect  my  escape,  by  breaking  jail. 

In  March  1829,  by  constructing  saws  from  well  tem¬ 
pered  knives,  I  with  eight  of  those  who  were  confined  with  me, 
succeeded  in  breaking  the  Baltimore  Jail,  but  I  with  five  others 
were  retaken  and  kept  heavily  ironed  for  several  months.  But 
this  only  tended  to  stimulate  my  determination.  For  knowing 
that  I  should,  with  several  others  who  had  likewise  moved  their 
trials,  be  taken  to  Annapolis  in  April,  we  all  furnished  ourselves 
with  such  instruments  as  we  judged  would  be  most  useful,  to 
aid  us  in  effecting  our  escape  from  that  place.  The  officers 
who  carried  us  from  Baltimore,  cautioned  the  Sheriff'  and  Jai¬ 
ler  at  Annapolis  of  what  kind  of  stuff  we  were  made  ol,  but 
the  caution  was  scornfully  rejected  and  derided,  by  saying,  they 
would  give  us  in  a  broad  axe  if  we  wanted  it.  But  they  took 
good  care  to  put  shackles  and  hand-cuffs  upon  all  of  us. 

I  cannot  here  refrain  from  relating  an  anecdote,  which 
caused  us  no  little  amusement.  The  first  morning  we  were 
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there,  Mr.  Welsh,  the  Jailor,  who  was  an  old,  tall,  cadaverous 
automation,  with  a  long  cue  of  plaited  hair,  entered  to  give  us 
breakfast,  which  consisted  of  fried  herrings,  bread  and  coffee. 
As  soon  as  he  had  set  mine  down  before  me,  I  kicked  it  over, 
telling  him  to  go  to  Hell  with  his  herrings.  The  old  fellow  an¬ 
swered  very  cooly,  saying,  “let  it  stay  there,  you  will  eat  before 
it  will  eat  you.”  I  then  asked  him  why  be  ironed  an  innocent 
man  like  me  in  such  a  manner — when  with  the  same  impertur- 
able  coolness,  he  said  that  the  “innocent,  otten  had  to  suffer 
for  the  guilty.”  I  occupied  a  room  with  two  others,  and  we 
immediately  commenced  sawing  off  our  fetters,  and  with  such 
success,  that  the  second  day,  two  of  us  were  in  a  condition  to 
shake  them  off  at  any  time.  In  the  mean  time,  we  had  bribed 
a  young  mulatto  who  waited  about  the  Jail  to  aid  us,  which 
he  did  by  procuring  a  key  to  unlock  the  prison  door.  About 
ten  o’clock  at  night,  two  of  us  being  free  of  our  fetters,  the 
mulatto  boy  opened  the  door  and  told  us  to  wait  at  the  top  of 
the  stairs,  until  he  had  opened  the  front  door.  There  was  how¬ 
ever,  a  guard  of  four  men  well  armed  below,  and  it  so  hap¬ 
pened,  that  just  as  we  were  about  to  descend,  “the  devil  or 
some  other  justice  of  the  peace”  as  they  expressed  it,  prompted 
them  to  go  through  the  Jail  to  see  if  every  thing  was  right.  We 
met  on  the  stairs,  but  as  resistance  on  our  part  would  have 
been  madness,  we  yielded  with  a  laugh,  and  quietly  suffered 
ourselves  to  be  again  made  doubly  safe. 

My  trial  was  put  off  to  the  October  term,  and  I  was  re¬ 
manded  to  the  Baltimore  Jail  for  safe  keeping.  In  October 
my  case  was  again  continued,  but  with  no  prospect  on  the  part 
of  the  prosecution  of  being  able  to  convict  me.  When  I  had 
been  in  Jail  about  one  year,  I  took  a  violent  cold,  which  having 
settled  on  the  liver,  proved  so  inveterate,  that  it  baffled  the 
skill  of  the  best  physicians  of  Baltimore,  who  gave  me  up  as 
incurable.  I  became  so  emaciated  that  I  did  not  weigh  forty 
pounds,  and  in  that  situation,  I  lingered  on  until  August,  1830, 
having  been  confined  something  more  than  twenty  months, 
when  the  physician  and  managers  of  the  Jail,  represented  my 
condition  to  Govenor  Kent,  who  granted  a  Nolle  Prosiqui,  and 
had  me  disc  harged. 

The  Jail  at  Baltimore  is  so  constructed  and  managed,  that 
its  inmates  have  most  unlimited  intercourse  with  each  other, 
and  consequently  it  is  but  little  better  than  a  school  of  rascality. 
During  my  confinement,  it  was  generally  crowded,  and  among 
them,  some  of  the  brightest  spirits  that  ever  a  orned  a  gallows, 
or  disgraced  human  nature,  and  I  may  add,  that  the  lessons  I 
there  received  sank  too  deep  to  be  lost,  and  produced,  or  rather 
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perhaps  strengthened  my  determination  to  pursue  a  life  of  law¬ 
lessness.  At  the  time  of  being  discharged,  I  was  scarcely  able 
to  walk  across  the  room,  but  with  a  little  assistance  I  got  on 
board  ihe  steamer  for  Richmond, from  whence,  with  a  little  aid 
from  the  kind  hearts  that  I  met  with  in  that  citv,I  was  enabled 
to  reach  the  residence  of  a  relation  in  Dinwiddie  County,  where 
I  remained,  until  mv  parents,  who  were  then  alive,  were  in¬ 
formed  of  my  situation,  and  who  immediately  came  to  where 
1  was,  and  having  placed  me  on  a  bed  in  a  carriage,  took  me 
with  them  home.  Being  thus  restored  to  my  native  air,  which, 
with  the  kindness  of  my  ever  kind  parents  and  friends,  I  speedily 
recovered  my  health 

Here  was  a  favorable  opportunity  for  me,  to  retrace  my 
steps.  For  I  was  solicited  earnestly  to  take  charge  of  an  ex¬ 
cellent  school  in  that  neighborhood.  But  no  !  the  seeds  of  vice 
had  been  sown  too  carefully,  and  had  taken  root  too  deeply  to 
be  thus  obliterated.  Dreams  and  visions  of  wealth,  which*  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  so  easily  acquired,  floated  on  the  imagination  so 
vividly,  that  I  had  neither  the  power  nor  the  wish  to  suppress 
them.  With  such  feelings  and  impressions  as  those,  as  soon 
as  I  was  able  to  travel,  1  left  my  parents,  never  again  to  see 
them  in  this  world,  and  went  to  Fredericksburg,  which  is  the 
great  thoroughfare  for  southern  travellers,  and  where  I  stopped 
a  few  days,  to  see  if  I  could  find  any  chance  for  a  profitable  job. 
I  had  not  been  on  the  lookout  many  days,  before  a  gentlemen 
from  the  south  arrived  on  his  way  to  New  York.  I  marked 
my  man  and  his  baggage,  determined  to  bear  him  company  a 
part  of  his  route.  We  took  the  steamboat  on  the  Potomac, 
and  arrived  at  Alexandria  about  four  o’clock  in  the  morning. 
As  the  boat  only  stopped  to  change  the  mail,  and  knowing 
that  my  man  was  asleep,  I  went  to  the  steward  who  had 
charge  of  the  baggage  room,  and  desired  him  to  let  me  have 
my  trunk,  as  I  stopped  at  that  place;  upon  which  he  opened 
the  room,  and  without  hesitation  gave  me  the  trunk  I  pointed 
out  to  him.  It  was  quite  heavy,  and  as  I  was  extremely  weak 
from  my  previous  sickness,  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  I 
could  carry  it.  I  however  managed  to  get  it  to  an  obscure  lot, 
where  I  broke  it  open,  and  was  gratified  by  finding  in  it  a 
small  bag  of  gold  bullion,  which  subsequently  proved  to  be  in 
value  about  $2,000.  I  loitered  about  Alexandria  until  day-light, 
when  I  hired  a  man  with  a  canoe  to  set  me  over  the  river,  and 
by  following  an  obscure  route,  I  was  enabled  to  avoid  pursuit, 
and  reach  Washington  safely,  where  having  hired  a  private 
conveyance  to  Baltimore,  I  felt  in  comparative  safety.  From 
Baltimore  I  contrived  to  find  my  way  to  Philadelphia,  where 
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in  the  face  of  all  the  advertisements,  1  took  my  gold  to  the 
mint,  and  after  it  had  been  duly  assayed,  I  received  a  mint 
certificate  for  the  amouut,  which  was  readily  cashed  by  Alex¬ 
ander  Benson  &  Co.,  brokers,  in  Third  Street. 

After  resting  and  recruiting  a  few  days,  I  went  to  Wash¬ 
ington  and  Richmond,  where  I  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  black 
legs,  who  eased  me  of  a  large  part  of  my  cash.  In  December 
1830,  I  left  Richmond  and  came  to  Philadelphia,  and  took 
board  in  one  of  the  most  respectable  private  boarding  houses 
in  the  city.  Whilst  there,  I  contrived  to  enter  into  a  corres- 
pondence  with  some  of  the  southern  members  of  Congress, 
and  as  their  letters  were  always  franked  with  their  names,  it 
served  as  a  sort  of  introduction,  by  which,  I  was  in  a  short  time, 
recognised  and  treated  as  a  southern  gentlemen  of  the  highest 
respectability.  At  that  time  I  contemplated  a  measure  of  the 
highest  importance,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  I  should 
have  succeeded  in  it,  had  it  not  been  for  what  1  am  now 
going  to  relate. 

It  became  necessary  for  me,  in  order,  the  more  certainly 
to  effect  the  object  alluded  to,  to  go  to  Harrisburg.  But  from 
gambling  and  other  kindred  causes,  the  whole  of  the  $2,000, 
had  been  squandered  away,  so  that  I  was  forced  to  make 
another  raise  before  I  could  leave  Philadelphia,  to  prosecute 
my  intentions.  For  this  purpose,  I  went  one  night,  and  took 
lodging  at  a  hotel  in  Fourth  Street,  kept  by  Mrs.  Yohe,  but 
after  rummaging  the  whole  house,  without  finding  any  money, 
I  was  forced  as  the  only  alternative,  to  lay  hold  of  a  fine  gold 
watch,  which  I  found  in  a  bed  room  occupied  by  a  Mr.Tiernan. 
Early  next  morning  I  paid  my  bill  and  left  the  hotel,  and  as 
soon  as  business  hours  commenced,  I  carried  the  watch  to  a 
pawnbroker  and  obtained  $50  on  it,  with  which,  I  left  the 
following  morning  for  Harrisburg,  where  the  Legislature  was 
then  in  session. 

The  morning  after  my  arrival  at  the  latter  place,  I  went 
up  to  the  Capitol,  and  lounging  about  the  lobby,  listning  to  the 
debates,  when  Col.  Banks,  one  of  members  came  to  me  and 
observed,  that  as  I  appeared  to  be  a  stranger  among  them,  he 
should  feel  gratified  to  extend  to  me  the  hospitalities  of  the 
Metropolis,  as  far  as  it  was  in  his  power,  and  as  a  preliminary, 
invited  me  to  a  seat  at  the  fire  within  the  bar  of  the  house. — 
The  invitation  was  accepted  and  after  some  little  conversadon, 

I  asked  him  if  Govenor  Wolfe  was  in  Harrisburg,  as  I  had  been 
led  to  suppose  that  he  was  absent.  Col.  Banks  told  me  in 
answer,  that  the  Govenor  had  returned  the  night  before,  and 
was  then  in  his  office.  I  then  told  him  that  I  had  a  letter  in 
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my  trunk  for  the  Governor,  and  begged  him  to  excuse  me  until 
I  could  go  after  it.  On  returning  to  the  hotel,  1  wrote  a  letter, 
purporting  to  be  from  Governor  Gilmer,  of  Georgia,  introduc¬ 
ing  me  as  Col.  C.  from  that  state,  to  his  excellency,  the  Gov¬ 
ernor  of  Pennsylvania.  Col.  Banks  acted  as  usher,  the  usual 
ceremonies  were  passed,  and  my  letter  was  duly  credited.  I 
found  Governor  Wolfe  to  be  a  plain  business  man,  with  much 
good  sense,  a  sound  judgement,  but  by  no  means,  either  flowery 
or  brilliant. 

A  few  days  afterwards,  Cob  Banks  informed  me  that  the 
Governor  was  going  to  give  a  party  that  night,  and  that  he 
was  authorized  by  both  the  Governor  and  his  daughter,  to  re¬ 
quest  my  company.  At  that  party  I  was  introduced  by  the 
Governor  to  Judge  Ross,  who  was  then  holding  court  there,  as 
well  as  to  all  the  most  d.stinguished  persons  present,  both  n  ale 
and  female.  After  remaining  at  Harrisburg  some  ten  or 
twelve  days,  flirting  with  the  ladies,  and  talking  politics  with 
the  men,  I  took  the  stage  for  Baltimore,  where,  immediately  on 
my  arrival,  I  was  at  rested  by  the  police  officers,  and  thrown 
into  Jail,  on  the  charge  of  having  stolen  the  trunk  and  gold 
bullion  at  Alexandria,  which  has  already  been  noticed.  But 
as  not  a  particle  of  evidence  could  be  found  to  sustain  the 
charge,  I  was  only  kept  in  Jail  four  days,  when  I  was  released. 
I  then  went  down  to  Washington,  where,  having  made  an  ad¬ 
dition  of  about  $60  to  my  stock  of  funds,  I  reurned  to  Balti¬ 
more,  on  my  way  to  Philadelphia.  But  just  as  the  steamer 
was  about  to  start,  I  was  again  taken  into  custody.  In  order 
to  account  for  which,  I  have  to  state,  that  when  at  Harrisburg, 
I  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Blackstone,  who  superintended  the  ho¬ 
tel  for  Mrs.  Yohe,  in  Philadelphia,  mv  object  being  to  learn 
indirectly,  wether  or  not  I  was  suspected  in  the  matter  of  the 
gold  watch,  and  requested  him  to  answer  me  at  Washing¬ 
ton.  I  did  not  even  allude  to  the  watch  in  mv  letter,  sup¬ 
posing  that  I  could  attain  my  object,  simply  by  the  style  and 
manner  of  the  answer.  But  the  watch  had  already  been  re¬ 
covered  from  the  pawnbroker,  and  the  necessary  measures 
concerted,  to  have  me  arrested  at  Washington,  whenever  I 
should  call  at  the  Post  Office  for  the  letter.  But  there  was 
some  few  obstacles  in  the  wav,  so  that  I  was  as  far  as  Balti¬ 
more  on  my  return,  where  1  was  taken  into  custody,  as  has  just 
been  stated. 

I  prevailed  on  the  officer  at  Baltimre  to  go  down  to  Wash¬ 
ington  with  me,  thinking  that  I  should  stand  a  better  chance 
of  getting  out  of  the  scrape.  But  it  was  useless,  for  I  was 
committed  to  jail  in  that  city,  and  in  a  very  few  days,  the  re- 
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quisition  of  the  Governor  arrived,  and  after  having  my  ancles 
bandaged  with  ruffles  in  the  usual  way,  I  was  escorted  by 
Willes  H.  Bl&ney  to  Philadelphia,  and  delivered  over  to  the 
keeper  of  the  old  Arch  Street  prison,  to  await  my  trial.  On 
the  23d  of  June,  I  was  brought  before  judge  Mcllvaine,  by 
whom,  after  being  regularly  tried  and  convicted,  I  was  sen¬ 
tenced  to  three  years  confinement  in  the  old  Walnut  Street 
prison  in  that  city. 

The  old  Walnut  Street  prison,  was  the  oldest  concern  of 
the  kind  in  the  United  States,  and  I  do  verilv  believe,  that  if 
the  Devil  himself  had  been  consulted,  in  the  construction  and 
management  of  an  establishment,  with  a  sole  view  to  the  utter 
ruin,  in  every  moral  sense,  of  those  who  should  be  placed  in 
it,  he  could  not  have  been  more  successful,  in  either  design  or 
execution.  When  I  entered  that  establishment,  there  were 
about  five  hundred  prisoners  in  it.  They  were  of  every  age, 
color  and  nation,  and  upon  charges  of  every  grade  and  char¬ 
acter.  And  there  it  was,  that  human  nature,  was  exhibited  in 
its  most  revolting  form.  For  being  unrestrained  by  the  laws 
and  customs  which  regulate  society,  with  a  discipline  extremely 
lax, -who  can  lift  the  veil,  and  expose  in  all  their  soul  sickning 
deformities,  the  length  and  breadth  of  wickedness  and  deprav¬ 
ity,  which  is  inseperable  from  such  an  assemblage,  I  feel  my 
own  inability,  and  therefore,  shall  not  attempt  it. 

A  considerable  part  of  the  time  whilst  there,  I  was  em¬ 
ployed  as  steward  of  the  hospital,  to  take  care  of  the  sick,  so 
that  I  had  quite  an  easy  time  of  it.  When  I  had  been  there 
about  two  years  and  a  half,  I  solicited  the  inspectors  to  have 
the  balance  of  the  time  remitted,  and  as  my  conduct  had  met 
the  entire  approbation  of  the  warden  and  other  officers,  my 
request  was  readily  complied  with,  and  a  full  pardon  having 
been  obtained  from  the  Governor,  I  was  discharged  on  the 

10th  of  January.  1834. 

•/  ' 

I  do  not  now  recollect,  that  during  the  whole  time  of  that 
imprisonment,  that  a  single  thought  or  intention,  ever  obstru- 
ded  itself  prompting  me  to  retrace  my  downward  steps.  So 
far  from  it,  I  do  not  recollect  any  other  thought  or  empression, 
but  the  full  matured  resolution  to  obtain,  (as  the  term  is.)  sat¬ 
isfaction  for  what  I  had  suffered.  Such  is  the  effect  of  unwise 
and  irrational  punishment. 

Some  few  days  after  being  released,  I  put  up  at  the  U.  S. 
hotel,  in  Chesnut  Street,  then  kept  by  D.  Dorana,  and  after 
enjoying  all  the  good  things  which  he  provided  for  his  guests, 
until  I  began  to  fear  the  bill  for  payment,  I  left  the  establish¬ 
ment  early  one  morning,  without  taking  leave,  and  it  so  hap - 
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pened,  that  a  gentlemen  who  had  put  up  there,  complained  of 
being  minus  to  the  amount  of  $100.  It  was  soon  ascertained 
byd  iscription.  who  had  been  there,  and  as  an  inevitable  inference, 
it  was  decided  that  the  $100  had  by  some  means  found  its 
way  into  my  pocket,  and  it  was  a  necessary  conclusion,  that  I 
ought  to  be  made  accountable  for  it.  In  consequence  of  all 
this  legitimate  reasoning,  an  order  was  given  by  Col.  Swift, 
the  mayor,  to  have  me  arrested — which  being  effected  about 
two  weeks  afterwards,  I  was  by  the  same  righteous  magistrate 
committed  again  to  prison,  without  even  the  shadow  of  proof, 
in  regard  to  the  money;  I  remained  in  custody  ten  weeks,  which 
brought  on  the  1 0 th  of  April,  when  in  consequence  of  my 
health  being  very  bad,  I  was  again  turned  loose  upon  the  world. 

As  soon  as  I  could  raise  dust  enough  to  pay  my  expenses, 
I  went  to  Washington  and  Alexandria,  to  seek  for  a  job. — 
Whilst  at  the  latter  place,  1  was  made  the  room  mate  one  night 
with  a  travelling  gentleman,  and  I  w^ent  to  bed  early,  and  pre¬ 
tending  to  be  asleep,  I  watched  him  to  see  if  there  would  be 
any  chance  for  a  speculation.  When  he  came  in,  I  saw  him 
take  a  large  book  from  his  coat  pocket,  and  having  put  it  care¬ 
fully  under ’his  bolster,  he  turned  in,  and  was  shortly  in  the 
arms  of  morpheus.  As  soon  as  I  was  satisfied  that  he  was  in 
a  sound  sleep,  I  went  to  the  head  of  his  bed,  and  having  put 
my  hand  under  his  head,  pushed  it  gently  until  1  could  get  hold 
of  the  book,  which  having  rilled  of  its  contents,  about  $350, 
put  it  back  to  its  place.  At  day  light,  1  got  up  and  took  my 
departure,  and  I  never  heard  but  little  more  about  it.  This 
raise,  put  me  on  my  feet  again,  and  from  that  time,  I  became 
a  regular  out  and  out  hotel  thief.  It  was  on  my  return  to 
Philadelphia,  I  made  an  additional  item  to  my  expenses,  by 
taking  a  lady  with  me,  in  the  character  of  my  wife,  and  in  that 
capacity,  we  travelled  during  the  summer,  visiting  all  the  fash¬ 
ionable  places  of  resort,  and  levying  contribrtions  whenever 
it  became  necessary,  without  at  any  time  creating  the  most 
remote  suspicion  as  to  our  true  character. 

In  November,  1834,  I  left  my  lady  at  a  respectable  pri¬ 
vate  boarding  house,  in  Philadelphia,  and  w-ent  to  Charleston, 
S.  C.,  with  the  intention  of  returning,  in  order  to  take  her  with 
me  in  my  contemplated  trip  to  New  Orleans.  But  from  a  va¬ 
riety  of  causes,  I  continued  my  journey  to  that  city  without  her. 

Every  body  has  heard  something  of  the  stupendous  busi¬ 
ness  transactions  of  New  Orleans,  but  there  are  very  fewT,  who 
have  any  idea  of  the  immense  amount  of  actual  cash  in  circu¬ 
lation.  In  such  a  field,  I  could  scarcely  fail  to  reap  a  rich  har- 
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vest,  but  as  I  had  much  leisure  time  on  hand,  I  became  an  al¬ 
most  constant  attendant  at  the  faro  bank,  and  it  was  there,  that 
a  natural  propensity  for  gambling,  became  so  matured,  that  it 
has  not  yet  been  fully  obliterated.  So  that  it  is  hardly  neces¬ 
sary  to  say,  that  the  proceeds  of  my  hotel  business,  which  was 
about  $2,000,  was  dissipated  and  scattered  among  the  black¬ 
legs.  Having  remained  nearly  four  months,  and  the  season 
being  so  far  advanced,  that  my  business  began  to  get  dull,  I 
found  that  I  scarcely  had  funds  to  pay  my  expenses  up  the 
river  as  far  as  Louisville.  It  was  about  that  time,  that  I  met 
an  old  acquaintance  from  Baltimore,  who  was  an  aoroit  pick¬ 
pocket,  and  who  was  pretty  much  in  mv  own  situation  ;  after 
consulting  together,  we  agreed  to  go  to  the  theatre  that  night, to 
see  if  any  thing  could  be  done  in  his  line  of  business.  JNow  it 
is  customary  with  pickpockets,  when  there  are  two  or  more  to¬ 
gether,  to  go  into  a  crowd,  the  best  workman  goi  Ag  ahead, 
and  the  others  following  close  behind  him,  and  if  he  succeeds 
in  abstracting  a  book,  he  passes  it  to  his  partner  behind  him, 
who  immediately  leaves  the  crowd.  It  was  so  in  this  case,  I 
followed  close  behind  my  partner,  who  in  a  few  minutes  slipped 
a  pocket  book  into  my  hands,  when  I  forthwith  walked  out. — 
We  went  to  a  light,  and  found  the  book  to  contain  nearly  three 
hundred  dollars,  which  having  divided,  my  partner  observed 
that  we  must  go  back  again,  as  he  felt  like  trying  his  hand  a 
second  time.  We  remained  in  the  thea  re  until  the  play  was 
over,  and  the  audience  began  to  disperse  when  my  partner 
motioned  me  to  follow  close  up,  and  the  next  minute  he  slipped 
me  another  book,  with  which  I  walked  out  as  before;  in  ope¬ 
ning  that  book,  we  were  gratified  at  the  sight  of  two  bills  of 
$1,000  each,  and  three  of  $500  each,  all  on  the  United  States 
Bank.  This  took  place  about  the  15th  of  March  1835,  and 
we  left  New  Orleans  in  the  first  boat  going  up  the  Mississippi. 

I  had  by  that  time  become  so  infatuated  with  gambling, 
and  indulged  in  it  so  freely,  that  before  I  left  the  Ohio  river  at 
Pittsburgh,  I  did  not  have  more  than  $500  left.  With  that 
however,  I  returned  to  Philadelphia,  and  took  my  female  com¬ 
panion,  and  having  hired  a  servant,  I  started  early  in  the  sea¬ 
son  upon  the  usual  fashionable  route  for  travellers.  Having 
spent  some  time  at  Saratoga,  we  went  to  the  falls  of  Niagara, 
and  from  there  up  lake  Erie,  as  far  as  Detroit.  At  that  place, 
I  fell  in  company  with  an  old  gentleman  from  the  West  Indies, 
who  1  soon  ascertained,  carried  a  large  amount  of  money  in 
his  watch  fob.  I  followed,  and  kept  company  with  the  old 
fellow  for  several  days,  until  we  came  to  Rochester,  N.  York, 
where  I  put  up  at  the  Rochester  House,  and  he  going  to  the 


WITH  ADVENTURES  AND  ANECDOTES. 


17 


Eagle.  About  ten  o’clock  at  night,  I  went  to  the  Eagle,  and 
examined  the  register  to  see  what  room  he  occupied,  and 
then  without  saving  a  word  to  any  body,  I  wall  ed  up  stairs, 
and  searched  about  until  I  found  a  bed  room  which  was  not 
occupied,  where  I  laid  down  until  about  one  o’clock,  when  I 
went  to  the. old  fellows  room  door,  which  having  opened,  and 
hearing  some  body  snore  very  loudly,  1  entered  it.  But  there 
was  such  perfect  egyptian  darkness  in  the  room,  that  I  became 
bewildered,  and  thinking  it  would  be  wise,  at  any  rate,  to  know 
where  the  door  was,  in  case  of  alarm,  I  was  feeling  for  it, 
when  the  old  fellow,  with  a  step  as  light  as  a  cat,  laid  hold  of 
me,  demanding  what  I  was  doing  in  his  room,  I  tried  to  pa- 
cifv  him  bv  saving,  that  I  had  missed  my  own  room,  but  he 
only  grabbed  me  the  lighter,  when  his  wife  bellowed  out  mur¬ 
der,  so  as  to  alarm  the  whole  house.  Finding  that  I  had  no 
time  to  loose,  I  gave  the  old  chap  a  twitch,  which  brought  him 
to  the  floor,  but  in  doing  so,  my  hat  fell  off,  and  to  mend  the 
matter,  just  as  I  left  the  room  door,  the  old  chap  made  another 
grab,  by  which  he  tore  off  the  skirt  of  my  coat,  before  I  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  getting  away  from  him, 

By  that  time,  the  whole  house  was  aroused  ;  but  as  I 
was  well  acquainted  with  every  part  of  it.  I  walked  softly 
up  a  spiral  stairway  to  the  roof,  where  I  was  enabled  to  look 
down  upon  all  the  proceedings  below.  Every  part  of  the  house 
was  searched  but  the  right  one,  before  quietness  was  restored. 
But  let  the  reader  contemplate  my  situation;  On  the  roof  of  the 
hotel,  without  a  hat,  and  with  the  skirt  of  my  coat  left  behind, 
besides,  the  night  was  far  advanced,  and  I  knew  that  I  must 
inevitably  be  discovered  at  daylight.  I  hardly  knew  what  to 
do.  At  first,  I  thought  of  going  down  and  endeavour  to  bribe 
the  watchman  who  was  left  in  charge  of  the  house.  But  I 
soon  perceived  that  there  were  two  of  them  on  duty,  which 
made  me  afraid  to  try  it.  I  then  went  into  the  ladies  parlor 
on  the  second  floor,  and  having  hoisted  the  window  where  there 
was  iron  balustrades  in  front,  I  took  a  large  table  cover,  which 
I  found,  and  by  using  it  as  a  cable,  let  myself  down,  and  made 
my  escape,  just  as  day-light  began  to  dawn.  I  returned  to 
the  Rochester  House,  and  by  entering  at  a  back  window  which 
I  had  previously  noticed,  I  then  succeeded  in  getting  to  my 
room  in  safety. 

It  now  became  an  object  of  importance,  to  supply  myself 
with  a  hat,  and  to  do  so,  mv  girl  who  had  been  well  tutored 
for  such  emergencies,  proposed  that  I  should  stay  about  the 
room  we  occupied,  until  she  would  go  off  to  a  neighboring  viU 
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lage  and  buy  one,  but  before  we  had  settled  upon  any  plan, 
breakfast  came  on,  after  which  ]  went  to  the  barber  shop  in 
the  basement  story  of  the  hotel,  and  after  being  shaved,  I  hap¬ 
pened  to  see  a  hat  store  only  a  few  doors  oft,  and  without  re¬ 
flecting,  I  stepped  in  and  bought  one.  I  had  hardly  paid  for  it, 
before  I  observed  a  man  at  the  door  watching  me;  1  then 
went  to  a  clothing  store  and  bought  a  coat,  but  1  could  plainly 
see  that  the  watchers  multiplied,  and  followed  me  more  closely, 
until  a  fellow  came  up  to  me,  and  told  me  I  must  go  with  him 
to  the  police  office. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  old  gentleman  with  his  money,  had 
left  town  early  in  the  morning,  but  as  soon  as  I  was  arrested, 
they  started  an  express  after  him,  with  orders  to  bring  him 
back  if  possible.  When  the  express  overtook  him,  he  told 
them  they  might  go  to  the  devil,  for  he  would  give  himself 
no  trouble  about  it. 

At  night  when  the  express  returned,  an  examination  was 
had,  conducted  by  the  prosecuting  attorney,  but  as  the  body 
of  the  charge  could  not  be  established  without  the  testimony 
of  the  old  gentleman,  it  became  an  important  object  to  prove 
that  the  hat  which  had  been  left  at  the  hotel  was  mine.  They 
were  able  to  prove  by  the  hatter,  that  it  was  of  the  same  size 
and  that  was  all  until  a  Mr.  H.  Ford  a  respectable  citizen  of 
Rochester  was  brought  up.  Mr.  Ford  and  myself  had  put  up 
at  the  same  hotel  in  Cleaveland,  only  a  few  days  before,  where 
he  was  eased  of  about  $100.  As  soon  as  he  found  me  involved 
in  that  scrape,  he  felt  satisfied  as  to  the  direction  which  his 
money  had  gone,  and  to  be  revenged  on  me,  he  swore  that  the 
hat  in  question,  was  the  one  which  I  wore  at  Cleaveland.  But 
he  swore  rather  too  hard,  for  when  the  two  hats  had  been  put 
under  the  table,  and  changed  by  Mr.  Hastings,  my  lawyer,  he 
swore  positively  to  both  of  them.  Thus  it  is,  that  when  a  wit¬ 
ness  is  predisposed  to  believe  a  thing,  he  may  know  a  little,  pre¬ 
sume  a  great  deal,  and  jump  at  conclusions/and  swear  to  them 
too,  without  reflection,  or  knowing  why  he  does  it. 

The  examination  resulted  in  sending  me  to  Jail  for  a  fur¬ 
ther  hearing,  but  as  it  was  known  that  there  was  not  even  a 
remote  possibility  of  making  out  a  case  against  me,  I  was 
brought  up  by  Habeas  Corpus  before  Judge  Gardiner  and  dis¬ 
charged. 

I  left  Rochester  immediately,  passing  down  Lake  Ontario 
and  the  St.  Lawrence  to  Montreal  and  Quebec.  In  returning, 

I  took  the  route  by  Lake  Champlain  to  Burlington,  Vermont, 
from  whence  I  took  the  stage  for  Boston  via  Concord  and 
Lowell.  At  the  latter  place,  I  eased  a  gentleman  from  Cleav- 
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land,  of  about  $80,  which,  as  was  my  usual  practice,  I  en¬ 
closed  in  a  letterand  sent  it  on  to  Boston.  On  my  arrival  at 
Boston,  I  got  the  letter  from  the  Post  Office  and  stepped  int© 
a  brokers  office  to  get  it  changed.  Among  the  other  notes, 
there  was  one  of  $20,  which  I  knew  could  scarcely  fail  to  be 
recognised,  as  it  was  of  an  issue  of  more  than  twenty  years 
standing.  1  he  gentleman  who  lost  it,  had  already  been  to  the 
broker,  and  described  it,  with  instructions  to  stop  whoever 
should  offer  it.  I  discovered  as  soon  as  the  broker  saw  it,  that 
lie  had  been  put  on  his  guard,  but  he  dissembled  so  far,  as  to 
put  on  a  smooth  face,  telling  me  that  he  was  not  a  judge  of 
the  note,  begged  me  to  lake  a  seat  until  he  could  consult  one 
of  his  neighbors,  who  was  much  better  acquainted  with  the 
monev,  than  he  was.  After  the  broker  had  left  the  office  a 
few  minutes,  I  went  to  where  I  was  enabled  to  observe  what 
followed,  without  being  seen  by  them.  Presently  I  saw  the 
broker,  accompanied  by  the  gentleman  who  lost  the  money, 
and  a  police  officer,  all  walking  briskly  to  the  office,  and  when, 
in  a  few  steps  of  it,  they  pounced  right  in,  but  the  bird  haa 
flown  and  escaped  the  net. 

Whilst  at  Boston,  I  met  an  old  thief  who  was  short  of 
funds,  but  who  had  a  quantity  of  watches,  some  of  which,  were 
of  a  good  quality.  He  had  stolen  them  from  a  watchmaker 
at  Providence,  only  a  few  days  before.  I  bought  them  of  him 
at  about  one  half  their  value,  and  left  for  New  York,  where, 
having  obtained  board  at  a  highly  respectable  boarding  house 
for  mv  girl,  1  proceeded  on  my  journey  to  Richmond,  Virginia 
to  find  a  market  for  mv  watches,  where  having  disposed  of 
them,  I  went  to  a  faro  Bank,  and  lost,  not  only  the  proceeds, 
but  all  the  other  cash  1  had  with  me.  This  took  place  on  a 
Friday.  On  Saturday  morning  after  Breakfast,  1  went  again 
to  the  gaming  house,  where  I  changed  a  post  note  on  the  U.  S. 
Bank  lor  $500,  and  Inst  it  too.  When  dinner  wTas  over.  I  took 
the  stage  for  Petersburgh,  where  I  remained  until  Sunday  after 
dinner,  and  then  left  for  the  following  reason  , —  whilst  at  the 
hotel,  a  gentleman  arrived  there  from  N.  C.,  on  his  way  to 
New  York,  who  I  observed  showing  some  bars  of  gold  to  his 
acquaintance.  The  sight  made  my  fingers  itch,  and  such  was 
the  magnetic  influence,  that  I  could  not  resist  the  temptation 
of  going  on  with  him,  and  learning  that  lie  was  going  to  Rich* 
mond  that  afternoon,  I  determined  to  go  too.  On  our  arrival 
at  Richmond,  I  took  lodging  at  the  Columbian  Hotel,  whilst  he 
went  to  the  Eagle.  I  had  not  been  there  long,  before  I  learned 
from  an  acquaintance,  that  a  young  gentleman,  the  son  of 
General  Campbell,  of  S.  C.,  had  been  robbed  of  a  post  note,  of 
$500,  similar  to  the  one  I  had  passed  to  Dr.  Tally,  the  gambler 
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As  soon  as  I  received  ihis  information,  to  which  was  added, 
the  wish  to  know  something  more  about  me,  I  concluded  that 
Richmond,  just  at  that  lime,  was  no  place  for  me.  But  as  I 
had  no  wish  to  part  from  my  late  friend  and  his  gold  too,  1  pre¬ 
pared  such  instruments,  as  were  deemed  necessary, and  left  town, 
intending  when  the  stage  left  Richmond,  that  night,  I  would  find 
some  favorable  place  on  the  road,  and  cut  the  trunks  from  be¬ 
hind  it.  I  ordered  my  trunk  to  be  forwarded  on  to  Baltimore, 
and  left  Richmond  to  execute  the  above  purpose;  but  in  leav¬ 
ing  the  city,  I  unfortunaliy  took  the  wrong  road,  and  in  en¬ 
deavouring  to  get  right,  I  had  to  travel  across  the  country,  by 
by-paths,  and  as'  there  was  at  that  time,  considerab  e  excite¬ 
ment  about  abolitionists,  and  the  country  people  seeing  a  well 
dressed  stranger  travelling  on  foot  through  the  neighborhood, 
they  concluded  that  there  must  be  something  wrong  about  it. 
So  they  collected  and  pursued  me,  until  nearly  night,  when 
they  overtook  me,  just  as  I  had  reached  the  stage  road,  and 
had  found  a  suitable  place  to  execute  my  own  job.  They  im- 
mediately  told  me  their  business  and  object:  to  v\hich  I  an¬ 
swered  them  frankly,  that  I  had  been  to  Richmond,  and  that 
whilst  there,  had  been  induced  to  go  to  a  gambling  house 
where  I  had  lost  a  good  deal  ot  money,  and  finding  the  temp¬ 
tation  too  strong  for  me  to  resist,  I  had  left  the  city  early  that 
morning,  intending  to  get  in  the  stage  as  it  came  along  that 
night,  but  that  having  taken  the  wrong  road  in  leaving  the  city, 
and  in  endeavoring  to  find  the  right  one,  they  could  easily  ac¬ 
count  for  my  rather  singular  appearance  among  them: — I  also 
told  them  where  I  had  left  my  trunk,  and  gave  them  leave  to 
feel  in  my  pockets  for  abolition  papers.  To  all  this,  some  of 
the  party  seemed  satisfied,  but  as  there  was  one  or  two  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  vigilance  committee,  they  argued  that  it  would  be 
best  to  have  the  matter  investigated  by  a  magistrate,  so  they 
took  me  before  Richard  Adams  Esq.,  who  lived  about  two 
miles  from  the  city.  As  soon, as  the  magistrate  had  heard  the 
story  of  the  man  who  had  arrested  me,  he  said  he  would  have 
to  eonsult  the  commonwealths  attorney  upon  it,  and  for  that 
purpose  I  was  carried  back  to  Richmond. 

Before  the  charge  of  being  an  abolitionist  was  disposed  of. 
the  more  grave  one,  in  the  matter  of  the  post  note,  was,  as  I 
had  foreseen  brought  up,  and  young  Campbell  testified  to  hav¬ 
ing  lost  or  had  been  robbed  of  a  similar  note  at  the  Eagle  Hotel, 
the  niyht  before  I  had  passed  oft'  the  one  in  question.  Finding 
that  Campbell  was  scrupulously  honest  in  giving  his  testimony, 
and  fearing  that  he  might  swear  a  little  stronger  at  another 
time*  I  determined  to  bend  him  to  something  explicit  on  the 
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spot.  “Sir,”  said  I  to  him.  “you  do  not  pretend  to  say,  that 
this  is  the  note  you  lost.”  To  which  he  answered,  “no ;  nor 
would  not  for  fifty  such  notes,  unless  I  had  some  distinctive 
mark  upon  it,  which  I  have  not  in  this  case.”  I  have  detailed 
this  incident,  because  of  the  high  sense  of  honor  which  it  reflects, 
and  because  it  stands  almost  alone  in  its  adherance  to  what  is 
required  bv  the  sanctions  of  an  oath,  for  I  have  but  little  doubt, 
and  the  opinion  is  but  to  well  established  by  facts,  in  my  own 
experience,  that  nine  men  out  of  ten,  would  have  sworn  directly 
to  the  oath. 

I  was  however  committed  to  Jail  for  trial,  where  I  remained 
three  months  and  seventeen  days,  which  brought  the  24th  of 
Dec.  1835,  when  I  was  brought  to  trial  and  honorable  acquitted. 
This  scrape  cost  me  $250.  I  paid  my  lawyer  $70  and  i he 
balance  was  paid  to  a  man,  who  was  employed  to  be  at  the 
trial  and  testify  to  such  facts ,  as  would  ensure  my  acquittal. 

I  spent  the  balance  of  the  winter  about  Richmond,  Wash¬ 
ington  and  Baltimore,  levying  large  contributions  at  those 
places,  until  the  latter  part  of  Feb.  1836,  when  I  took  a  trip  to 
Charleston,  S.  C.  Whilst  at  that  place,  I  made  some  heavy 
raises,  but  there  was  one  case  among  them,  which,  as  it  was 
afterwards  the  cause  of  no  little  amusement,  I  will  relate  it. 
At  the  hotel,  where  I  put  up,  I  met  a  Mr.  James  L.  Barton,  of 
Buffalo,  and  a  Col.  Morgan,  from  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  with  whom 
I  soon  became  quite  familiar.  It  was  on  a  Sunday,  that  we 
agreed  to  take  a  trip  of  pleasure  in  the  cars  the  next  day  to 
Augusta,  Georgia.  While  in  the  cars  we  were  joined  by  several 
young  southern  gentlemen,  and  as  is  usual  in  such  cases,  anec¬ 
dotes  and  discussions  were  freely  indulged,  until  I  began  to 
think  it  time  to  look  after  my  interests.  So  I  pulled  out  a  roll 
of  notes  from  my  vest  pocket,  and  having  counted  them  over, 
I  put  them  back.  But  presently  I  took  them  out  and  having 
counted  them  again,  observed  that  I  had  lost  a  $100  note. — 
Upon  this,  several  of  them  began  to  manifest  some  interest 
about  it,  inquiring  how  it  could  have  happened,  f  told  them 
that  I  could  not  have  been  robbed,  as  in  that  case,  I  should 
have  lost  all,  and  as  that  was  not  the  case,  I  thought  it  propa- 
ble  that  I  might  have  dropped  it  at  the  hotel,  when  paying  my 
bill.  After  some  general  conversation  upon  the  importance  of 
being  careful  in  carrying  money,  Mr.  Barton  remarked,  that 
it  would  take  a  slick  fellow  to  get  his  money,  at  the  same  time, 
pulling  out  a  roll  of  notes  from  his  watch  fob,  where,  said  he 
“I  always  carry  it”  ;  except  what  was  necessary  for  immedi¬ 
ate  change.  A 

On  arriving  at  Augusta,  we  all  put  up  at  the  same*  hotel, 
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where  we  remained  two  nights  and  a  day.  As  the  cars  started 
from  Augusta  about  daylight,  we  paid  our  bills  the  night  before, 
with  the  usual  instructions  to  be  called  in  time  the  next  morn¬ 
ing.  When  at  the  rail  road  office  the  next  morning,  I  had 
bought  my  ticket,  and  was  talking  with  Col.  Morgan,  when 
Mr.  Barton  stepped  up  to  the  ticket  box,  and  called  for  two 
tickets,  at  the  same  time  pulling  out  the  roll  from  his  watch 
fob,  but  after  having  carefully  unwrapped  it,  he  found  it  to  con¬ 
tain  nothing  but  old  scraps  of  newspaper.  I  was  watching  him 
closely,  and  he  would  certainly  have  been  a  good  model  for  an 
artist,  to  represent  surprise  and  amazement.  After  thrusting  his 
hands  in  his  pockets,  and  looking  around  wildly,  he  cried  out, 
that  he  had  been  robbed ;  upon  which  Morgan  and  myself 
walked  up  to  him  and  inquired  what  was  the  matter. — He  re¬ 
peated  that  he  had  been  robbed,  adding  after  a  little,  that  he 
was  in  a  pretty  fix,  1,200  miles  from  home  and  no  money.  — 
He  determined  at  once  to  go  back  to  the  hotel,  telling  Morgan 
and  me  to  go  on  to  Charleston,  that  he  would  follow  on  the 
next  day.  1  asked  him  if  he  could  indentify  his  money,  to 
which  he  said  that  he  did  not  think  he  could,  but  still  he  was 
determined  to  see  what  could  be  done  about  it.  I  told  him  I 
was  afraid  that  it  would  be  lost  labor,  but  that  as  he  had  set 
his  mind  on  it,  I  of  course  had  nothing  to  say  upon  the  mat¬ 
ter  ;  only  that  although,  he  wras  something  of  a  stranger  to  me, 
yet  if  he  would  except  of  it,  I  would  loan  him  fifty  dollars,  un¬ 
til  he  could  make  some  other  arrangment  as  to  funds.  He 
thanked  me,  but  said  he  thought  that  he  could  negotiate  a  draft 
at  Charleston,  and  so  we  parted.  The  next  day,  he  followed 
us  on  to  Charleston,  and  as  I  had  predicted,  without  being 
able  to  get  any  satisfaction  about  his  money. 

On  the  11th  of  March  we  left  Charleston  in  a  Steamer  foF 
Norfolk,  playing  Whist  with  Barton  all  the  way,  who  net  er 
once  dreamed  of  the  truth,  with  regard  to  his  cash.  At  Nor¬ 
folk  we  seperated,  having  exchanged  cards,  he  going  to  Balti¬ 
more  and  I  to  Richmond.  I  continued  during  the  balance  of 
the  spring,  to  travel  from  city  to  city  and  from  one  Hotel  to 
another,  —  and  it  would  be  incredible  to  state  the  amount  of 
money  which  fell  into  my  hands  and  thus  passed  on  to  the 
blacklegs. 

About  the  latter  part  of  May,  I  began  to  think,  that  I  had 
for  the  present  pushed  my  business  far  enough  in  the  Atlantic 
cities;  so  I  determined  to  take  a  trip  out  west  and  try  my  luck 
there.  Agreeable  to  this  resolution,  I  took  passage  to  Pitts¬ 
burg,  and  from  there  to  Wheeling  —  at  both  of  which  places, 
my  pocket  was  made  somewhat  heavier.  At  Portsmouth  I 
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left  the  Steamer  for  the  purpose  of  going  by  Chillicothe  and 
Columbus.  At  Portsmouth  I  eased  a  fellow  out  of  ninty  dol¬ 
lars  and  put  his  wallet*  back  in  his  pocket,  and  at  Columbus  I 
done  a  simular  favor  to  another  man.  The  money  which  I 
got  at  Portsmouth  I  had  sent  on  to  Cincinnati  by  mail,  but 
there  was  no  opportunity  of  doing  so  at  Columbus,  so  that  I 
left  that  city  in  the  stage,  with  the  money  in  my  pocket. 

I  will  here  relate,  that  in  the  early  part  of  my  life,  I  was 
somewhat  superstitious  about  dreams.  Now  whether  there  is 
any  thing  in  dreams  or  not,  is  a  question  which  I  shall  not  dis¬ 
cuss,  but  I  feel  bound  in  truth  to  say,  that  by  being  admon¬ 
ished  by  a  dream,  I  have,  upon  more  than  one  occasion,  been 
enabled  to  avoid  great  danger.  It  was  so  at  that  time.  For 
after  having  made  the  raise  at  Columbus,  I  fell  asleep,  and  a 
vision,  or  dream,  which  seemed  to  warn  me  of  danger,  and 
the  manner  by  which  it  could  be  avoided,  was  so  clearly  im¬ 
pressed  on  my  mind,  that  at  the  first  stopping  place,  I  took  all 
the  dangerous  money  out  of  my  wallet,  and  put  it  in  my  west 
pocket.  Some  little  time  alter  we  had  again  started,  I  ob¬ 
served  that  two  more  on  horseback  overtook  the  stage,  and 
went  on  ahead  of  it  —  and  as  the  road  was  scarcely  passable 
for  a  stage,  it  indicated  clearly  to  my  mind,  that  there  was 
something  more  than  usual  about  it.  When  the  stage  stopped 
again,  which  was  at  the  town  of  London,  Ohio,  there  was  a 
large  crowd  of  people  apparently  waiting  in  the  piazza  of  the 
hotel,  und  I  felt  a  presentment,  that  I  was  in  some  measure 
the  cause  of  it.  As  soon  as  the- stage  door  was  opened,  1  stepped 
out  and  was  walking  briskly  towards  the  back-house,  when 
an  officer  put  his  hand  on  my  shoulder,  telling  me  shat  1  was 
his  prisoner.  I  turned  to  him  and  with  well  feigned  surprise, 
asked  what  the  devil  it  was  about ;  upon  which,  with  far  more 
evidence  of  alarm,  then  I  had  shown,  he  ptdled  out  the  war¬ 
rant,  and  began  to  read  it  to  me.  I  told  him  laughing,  that 
1  must  first  go  to  the  back-house,  and  that  I  would  then  wait 
on  him  with  pleasure.  Just  as  I  entered  the  back-house,  I  took 
the  roll  of  dangerous  money  from  mv  vest,  and  the  next  instant 
it  was  crammed  under  the  seat  of  the  privy.  I  had  scarcely 
accomplished  this,  when  the  Officer  opened  the  privy  door,  in 
order  to  have  me,  as  I  suppose,  under  his  strict  scrutiny  ;  but 
it  was  too  late,  for  every  thing  was  now  safe. 

I  was  immediately  carried  before  a  Magistrate,  who,  after 
listening  for  some  time  to  the  complainants,  asked  me  if  I  w’as 
willing  to  be  searched.  1  told  him,  that  after  the  parties  had 
been  qualified  on  oath,  and  had  described  their  money,  I  should 
not  have  the  least  objection.  But  that  no  power,  short  of  brute 
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force,  should  search  either  me  or  my  trunk,  without  such  pre¬ 
liminary  measure,  adding  that  I  was  a  stranger  among  them, 
and  dfd  not  intend  to  give  any  man  the  privilege  of  examining 
my  money,  then  to  claim  it  by  such  marks,  as  might  he  found 
on  it.  This  argument  was  conclusive  with  the  Magistrate,  who 
told  the  parties  that  it  was  just,  and  must  be  complied  with.  J 
then  gave  my  pocket  book  to  the  Magistrate,  telling  him  that  it 
contained  my  money  alone,  and  desired  him  to  examine  it 
closely,  and  see  if  it  corresponded  with  that  which  had  been 
described.  After  this,  both  my  trunk  and  person  was  closely 
searched  to  no  purpose,  when  the  Magistrate  told  the  complain¬ 
ants  that  they  had  proved  nothing,  and  that  it  wras  his  duty  to 
discharge  me,  which  he  did  immediately.  It  may  be  proper  to 
inform  the  reader,  that  the  parties  to  this  case,  were  the  fellows 
who  had  been  eased  at  Portsmouth,  and  w'ho  had  travelled  on 
horseback  nearly  100  miles,  and  who,  on  his  arrival  at  Colum¬ 
bus,  shortly  after  I  had  left  in  the  Stage,  was  joined  by  tbe  gen¬ 
tleman,  who  had  been  used  in  a  similar  manner  at  that  place. 

As  soon  as  it  was  practicable,  I  got  the  money  from  the 
privy,  where  I  had  put  it,  and  when  the  next  Stage  came  along 
I  continued  my  journey  to  Cincinnati  w  here  I  arrived  on  the  6th 
of  June.  Having  collected  about  $150  at  that  place,  I  went 
down  to  Louisville,  where  I  made  upwards  of  $300,  when  I 
left  for  St  Louis.  Whilst  in  that  City  I  made  the  following 
raises,  (i.  e.)  one  of  $100 — one  of  $260 — one  of  310,  and  ano¬ 
ther  of  600,  all  in  the  short  space  of  three  weeks,  and  all  of 
which,  except  my  expenses,  was  lost  as  usual  by  gambling. 

It  was  the  latter  part  of  July,  when  1  turned  my  course 
eastwards,  intending  to  fall  in  with  the  great  thoroughfare  of 
travel,  via  of  Buffalo.  On  my  return  to  Cincinnati,  I  found  an 
old  acquaintance,  w;ho  had  graduated  at  an  old  well  known 
College ,  which  formerly  stood  at  the  corner  of  6th  and  Walnut 
Sts.,  Philadelphia.  He  was  then  really  doing  well, — being 
made  bar-keeper  at  a  large  Hotel,  where  he  got  $30  dollars  per 
month,  and  where  he  was  able  also,  to  sink,  as  they  term  it,  as 
much  more.  As  soon  as  he  saw  me,  and  having  learned  the 
route  I  intended  to  take,  he  determined  to  quit  his  fair  pros¬ 
pects,  and  risk  with  me,  the  shorter  road  to  wealth.  We  left 
Cincinnati  by  Steamboat  for  Pittsburgh,  and  from  there  by 
Stage  to  Erie,  and  having  made  a  small  addition  to  our  stock 
of  funds  at  those  two  places,  we  continued  on  to  Buffalo,  where 
we  arrived  on  the  12th  of  August,  and  where  I  put  up  at  the 
Eagle,  and  my  partner  at  the  Mansion  House.  At  the  Eagle, 

I  was  made  the  room  mate  with  an  old  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
who  I  watched  very  closely  to  see  if  there  w'as  any  chance  for 
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a  speculation.  The  next  morning  after  breakfast,  I  went  to 
the  room  we  occupied,  to  see  how  the  land  lay.  I  found  the 
room  door  locked,  and  the  old  fellow  gone  out  with  the  key  ; 
but  having  obtained  one  from  the  bar,  w  hich  unlocked  the  door, 

I  immediately  began  to  smell  a  rat.  For  I  found  on  the  table 
a  piece  of  paper,  upon  which  was  w’ritten,  so  many  thousand 
dollars  on  such  a  Bank,  and  so  many  on  such  another  &c., 
until  it  amounted  to  the  snug  little  sum  of  about  §10,000.  Upon 
this  discovery,  1  examined  the  old  chaps  trunk,  which  had  a 
broken  lock  m  it,  and  having  raised  the  lid,  I  found  that  it 
contained  a  small  valise,  which  was  filled  with  something,  that 
appeared  soft  and  spungy.  From  these  tacts,  I  felt  pretty  sure, 
that  I  had  a  prize  within  my  grasp,  tut  as  I  d:d  not  wish  to 
raise  a  muss,  until  I  had  ascertained  more  about  it,  I  bought 
several  small  locks,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  a  key  to  fit  the 
valise.  Being  unable  to  find  such  a  key,  I  could  only  watch 
my  man  closely,  before  committing  myself  in  a  rash  act.  In 
the  mean  time.  I  had  communicated  all  these  facts  to  my  part¬ 
ner,  wTho  held  himself  in  readiness  to  lend  me  such  aid  as  I 
might  stand  in  need  of. 

I  went  to  hed  early  that.night,  and  when  the  old  gentle¬ 
man  came  in,  I  feigned  asleep,  in  order  to  see  how  he  acted, 
but  I  could  ascertain  nothing  to  strenghen  mv  suspicions  until 
some  time  afterwards,  when  a  gentleman  knocked  at  the  door, 
asking  the  old  chap  to  get  up.  I  now’  distinctly  heard  their 
conversation,  which  was  brief  and  entirely  upon  matters  of 
money,  drafts,  &c. — and  I  learned  further,  that  the  old  gentle¬ 
man  was  President  of  the  Canton  Bank,  Ohio,  and  that  the 
other  who  called  on  him  wras  a  broker  of  Buffalo,  bv  the  name 
of  Henry  Sizer,  w'ho  had  brought  another  large  package  of 
money  to  be  carried  back  to  Ohio. 

In  the  morning  I  lay  still,  pretending  to  be  asleep,  until 
Mr.  Harris,  for  such  was  his  name,  got  up,  and  having  taken 
several  large  packages  of  money  out  of  his  valise,  repacked  it, 
and  endeavoured  to  put  it  in  his  trunk,  but  having  bought  a 
quantity  of  books,  which  filled  his  trunk  so  that  there  was  no 
room  for  the  valise,  so  throwing  it  down  on  the  floor,  he  wTent 
dowm  stairs,  when  I  shortly  afterwards  followed  him. «  In  the 
meantime  my  partner  came,  and  after  a  short  consultation, 
we  agreed  to  execute  the  job  immediately,  for  the  old  man  had 
informed  me,  that  he  should  go  up  the  lake  in  the  morning  boat. 
When  the  blel  rung  for  breakfast,  my  old  friend  went  in  to  the 
breakfast  table,  whilst  I  and  my  partner,  went  up  to  my  room, 
and  having  cut  open  the  valise,  and  taken  out  the  money  im¬ 
mediately  left  the  hotel. 

As  we  knew  that  I  would,  as  a  matter  of  course,  be 
strongly  suspected,  and  that  there  would  be  much  excitement, 
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and  a  strict  search,  we  went  out  some  little  distance  from  the 
city,  and  secreted  ourselves  in  a  thicket,  to  consult  upon  what 
was  next  to  be  done  I  was  anxious  to  keep  the  whole  amount 
by  me,  until  we  could  leave  that  region  of  country,  hut  my 
partner  insisted  on  dividing  it  upon  the  spot,  to  which,  against 
my  own  judgment  1  consented,  when  upon  counting  it  up,  we 
found  it  be  a  little  over  $14,000,  I  wanted  my  partner  to  go  to 
some  ordinary  clothing  store  and  buy  me  a  suit  of  such  cloth¬ 
ing,  as  would  carry  the  appearance  of  poverty,  intending  in 
that  disguise  to  leave  the  neighborhood.  But  he  was  afraid  it 
would  cause  him  to  be  suspected,  I  then  asked  him  to  bring 
me  something  to  eat,  for  I  had  taken  no  breakfast,  but  he  was 
afraid  to  do  that  for  me.  So  that  after  putting  $7000  in  his 
pocket,  he  left  me  to  shift  for  myself,  knowing  as  he  did,  that 
there  was  not  a  particle  of  proof  against  himself. 

About  dinner  time,  I  imprudently  determined  to  venture 
into  the  lower  part  of  the  city,  in  order  to  procure  dinner,  and 
such  things  as  I  wanted  myself,  but  hand  bills  were  already 
out,  and  just  as  I  was  in  the  act  of  buying  a  horse,  I  was  ar¬ 
rested,  and  committed  to  jail.  I  knew  at  once,  that  I  had  no 
chance  to  escape  conviction.  For  I  had  imprudently,  put  a 
few  of  the  notes  in  my  pocket,  having  hid  the  rest,  and  it  so 
happened,  that  out  of  the  whole  amount  taken,  they  were  the 
only  notes  which  could  be  indentified  by  a  distinctive  mark. — 
There  was  also  another  serious  accident,  in  this  case ;  We 
had  a  few  days  previously,  travelled  in  company  with  a  party 
from  Pittsburgh,  who  arrived  in  Buffalo  that  day,  just  in  time 
to  make  it  known,  that  my  partner  and  seif,  appeared  to  be  ac¬ 
quainted  with  each  other,  upon  which  he  was  arrested  also. — 
There  was  also  another  item  brought  to  bear  on  me,  in  the 
case  of  Mr.  Barton,  whose  acquaintance  I  had  formed  the  pre¬ 
vious  winter  in  Charleston,  and  who  had  heard  enough  of  me, 
to  satisfy  him,  as  to  what  had  become  of  his  money.  These 
facts  had  been  communicated  to  the  landlord,  advising  him  to 
keep  a  bright  eye  on  me,  or  I  would  be  certain  to  have  some¬ 
thing  before  1  left  the  establishment.  He  had  also  agieed  with 
the  landlord  to  set  a  trap  or  rather  to  place  some  temptation 
before  me,  in  order  to  get  me  in  their  power.  And  I  had  yet 
another  accident  to  encounter.  For  the  very  next  day  after 
being  in  custody,  a  police  officer  from  New  York  arrived  there, 
who  declared  that  he  knew  me,  and  that  I  had  been  guilty  of 
several  tricks  in  that  city  as  bad  as  the  one  now  on  had.  It 
was  under  all  these  depressing  circumstances,  and  knowing 
that  my  share  of  the  money  must  inevitably  be  found  or  de¬ 
stroyed,  I  was,  in  some  measure,  prepared  for  what  followed. 
It  being  Sunday,  I  had  only  been  committed  for  a  further  hear¬ 
ing,  which  was  to  take  place  next  morning.  When  supper 


WITH  ADVENTURES  AND  ANECDOTES.  27 

was  over,  two  of  the  parties  mostly  interested  in  the  matter, 
together  with  Mr.  Brown,  the  deputy  sheriff,  came  to  the  jail, 
and  informed  me,  that  they  had  been  to  see  the  judge  and  the 
prosecuting  attorney,  and  were  authorized  by  them  to  say,  that 
if  I  would  return  the  money  taken,  I  might  go  about  my  bus¬ 
iness,  as  all  they  wanted  was  to  get  back  their  dollars ;  now  1 
knew  that  I  must  inevitably  be  convicted,  if  brought  to  trial, 
and  knowing  also  in  that  event,  that  the  rfioney  was  where  it 
would  never  do  me  any  good,  I  thought  it  best  to  conciliate 
them  as  far  as  possible,  with  the  hope  at  least,  that  it  would 
operate  favorably  in  the  sentence.  For  I  could  not  believe, 
that  any  man,  or  set  of  men,  occupying  a  position  of  respecta¬ 
bility,  would  coolv  fabricate,  and  carry  out.  under  the  sanc¬ 
tions  of  the  depiftv  sheriff,  such  a  shameless  falsehood;  but  so 
it  was.  1  persuaded  my  partner  to  yield  to  the  arrangement,  and 
we  restored  every  doilar  to  them,  with  no  other  guarantee, 
than  t  eir  plighted  honor  as  gentlemen,  that  we  should  be  lib¬ 
erated  from  custody  immediately. 

I  have  ever  acted  upon  the  principles  of  good  faith,  in  all 
my  actual  transactions,  and  if  at  any  time,  I  failed  to  discharge 
iny  obligations,  it  has  been  from  causes,  which  control  the  op¬ 
erations  of  all  men  (i.  e.)  my  inability.  With  such  feelings, 
then,  I  was  never  so  completely  overreached  in  rascality  as  at 
that  time.  For  I  had  no  sooner  restored  the  money,  than  they 
laughed  at  me  as  a  silly  Jackass,  telling  me  that  I  did  not  un¬ 
derstand  mv  business,  the  rest  of  the  story  is  soon  told.  I  was 
brought  to  trial,  where  I  not  only  plead  guilty,  but  I  took  the 
whole  burden  of  the  crime  on  myself,  telling  the  Court  that  I 
had  persuaded  my  partner  to  leave  his  business  in  Cincinnati, 
and  that  I  had  given  him  the  $7000  as  his  share  of  the  robbe¬ 
ry,  and  asking  for  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  Court,  on 
the  grounds  of  having  restored  the  money,  which  it  was  known 
could  not  have  been  done  without  my  consent. 

When  brought  up  to  be  sentenced,  which  was  on  the  27th 
of  August,  1836,  the  judge,  with  a  hypocritical  cant,  about  the 
unpleasant  duty  he  had  to  perform,  gave  me  the  extent  of  the 
Statute,  regretting  that  he  could  not  say  eight  years,  instead 
of  five  to  the  state  prison  at  Auburn.  I  will  relate  my  intro¬ 
duction  at  that  celebrated  establishment. 

The  sheriff  who  had  charge  of  me,  and  three  others,  ad¬ 
vised  us  to  take  off  our  hats  on  entering  the  prison  door,  which 
we  did,  and  were  then  motioned  by  the  superintendant  to  fol¬ 
low  one  of  the  guard,  who  took  us  to  the  shop,  to  have  our 
clogs  or  shin  ruffles  cut  off.  We  were  then  marched  to  the 
kitchen,  to  undergo  the  process  of  purification  in  a  tub  of  water, 
with  a  mop  brush.  The  next  thing,  was  a  dress  of  regimentals, 
as  a  mask  of  promotion ,  after  which,  we  were  taken  into  an 
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office  to  hear  the  law.  Mr.  Mills  the  de;  uty  Superintendant, 
who  performed  that  duty,  told  us  plainly,  that  it  was  a  matter 
of  no  importance  to  them,  whether  we  complied  with  the  or¬ 
ders  or  not,  but  assured  us,  that  upon  the  first  violation  of  du¬ 
ty,  they  would  strip  us  naked,  and  skin  us  from  head  to  foot. 
We  were  then  divided  off  among  the  different  shops,  to  which 
we  were  assigned,  I  was  conducted  by  Mr.  Mills  to  the  cabi¬ 
net  shop,  and  handed  over  to  the  keeper,  with  the  remark,  that 
I  was  a  hard  case,  and  telling  him  to  “use  the  cat  freely.” 

With  such  an  introduction,  I  was  forced  by  the  laws  of 
self  defence,  to  adopt  a  course  of  great  circumspection,  and 
by  maintaining  a  strict  guard  over  my  actions,  I  shortly  ob¬ 
tained  the  full  confidence  of  those  who  were  placed  over  me, 
and  by  taking  care  to  merit  it,  I  was  enabled  to  get  through 
the  five  years,  without  ever  being  told  that  I  had  done  wrong. 

When  I  left  Buffalo,  after  paying  all  the  charges  against 
me,  I  had’only  ten  dollars,  which  I  left  with  E.  A  Huntley,  the 
landlord,  with  the  understanding  that  he  would  forward  it  to 
me  when  requested;  but  before  my  time  expired,  Hun  ley  fail¬ 
ed,  and  of  course  I  lost  it.  I  had  carr  ied  my  trunk  of  clothes 
with  me  to  Auburn,  and  after  being  there  a  while,  I  desired 
them  to  be  put  in  the  hands  of  J,  Ward,  one  of  the  assistant 
keepers,  thinking  that  they  would  be  better  taken  care  of.  But 
bad  luck  still  pursued  me,  for  he  was  afterwards  discharged, 
and  being  reduced  to  want,  he  disposed  of  trunk,  clothing  and 
all.  Thus  when  Aug.  27.  1841  arrived,  I  was  discharged  with 
an  ordinary  suit  of  clothing  and  three  dollars,  to  find  my  way 
out  of  the  country  as  best  I  might ;  and  I  may  add.  that  I  did 
so,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

At  that  time  I  began  tothink  seriouslvof  giving  up  pursuits, 
which  necessarily  bring  on  so  much  suffering;  but  I  was  poor, 
naked  and  friendless, — and  turn  where  I  would,  obstacles  which 
I  was  unable  to  surmount,  were  ever  before  me,  and  I  was 
forced  as  it  were,  bv  unbending  circumstances,  to  return  to 
old  business  and  earn  mv  bread,  not  by  the  sweat  of  my  brow, 
but  by  the  wit  of  my  brains. 

1  made  the  best  of  my  way  to  New  York,  and  the  first 
night  of  my  arrival  there  I  touched  a  fellow  for  $120,  by  which 
means  I  was  soon  in  a  condition,  as  a  girl  would  say,  to  see 
company.  During  my  confinement  at  Auburn,  there  had  been 
many  improvements  made  in  the  arts  aud  scien<  es  among 
which  was  an  instrument  known  as  nippers.  This  instrument 
is'  so  constructed,  that  it  will  take  hold  of  the  end  ot  a  key,  w  hen 
left  in  the  lock,  and  thus  enable  a  man  on  the  outside  of  a  door, 
to  unlock  it  as  easily  as  if  he  held  the  genuine  key  in  his  hand. 
1  soon  procured  one  and  started  on  my  travels,  going  as  far 
north  as  Boston,  and  as  far  south  as  Richmond,  with  something 
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like  my  former  success.  But  my  operations  were  destined  to 
be  brought  to  a  speedy  close,  when  I  was  again  called  upon  to 
answer  for  violating  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  common¬ 
wealth  and  the  laws,  in  such  cases  made  and  provided. 

It  was  early  in  November  1841,  I  took  lodgings  at  Con¬ 
gress  Hall,  Philadelphia,  where,  with  the  aid  of  my  nippers,  1 
entered  the  bed-room  of  Mr.  Gilpin,  the  present  Mayor  of  that 
city,  who  then  boarded  at  that  establishment,  but  not  finding 
as  much  “dust”  as  I  needed,  J  paid  a  visit  to  the  room  of  Mr. 
C.  Blackburn  the  same  night  and  availed  myself  of  his  change 
also.  It  was  however  soon  ascertained  by  them  who  had  been 
about  and  measures  adopted  to  secure  my  arrest,  which  was 
done  the  next  night  at  another  hotel  with  the  nippers  in  my 
pocket.  I  was  sent  to  Jad,  where  I  remained  until  the  17.  of 
Nov.,  when  I  was  brought  to  trial,  at  which  the  Hon.  judge 
D  man  resided,  and  where,  by  a  latitude  given  to  the  law',  I 
was  convicted  of  a  burglary  in  both  cases,  and  sentenced  to 
five  years  confinement  in  the  Eastern  Penetentiary, 

My  employment  in  that  prison  was  generally  some  light 
job,  which,  together  with  making  out  the  accounts  of  those 
who  were  placed  immediately  over  me;  enabled  me,  not  only 
to  pass  my  term  easily,  but  to  obtain  much  information,  both, 
of  a  general  character  and  as  regarded  the  labor  and  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  prisoners.  Hence,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying, 
that  from  an  extensive  acquaintance  with  such  establish¬ 
ments,  it  is  conducted  upon  sounder  principals,  and  with  a  more 
enlarged  benevolence,  than  any  other  in  the  United  States,  and 
were  it  not  for  motives  of  delicacy,  I  would  speak  of  persons 
connected  wdth  it  as  they  deserve. 

On  the  17.  ol  Nov..  1846,  my  sentence  having  expired,  I 
was  discharged,  fully  determined,  to  keep  clear  of  all  Jails  for 
the  future.  I  had  a  good  stock  of  clothing,  and  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Prison  Society,  through  one  of  its  most  esteemed  memb¬ 
ers,  gave  me  twenty  dollars,  w-hich,  with  five  dollars  given  me 
by  Mr.  Gilpin,  and  the  usual  allowance  by  the  State,  enabled 
me  to  leave  Philadelphia  with  about  $30  in  my  pocket. 

In  order  that  the  reader  may  be  enabled  more  fullv  to  un¬ 
derstand  the  obstacles  which  1  had  to  encounter,  it  seems  ne¬ 
cessary  to  say,  that  I  have  never  been  accustomed  to  do  labor¬ 
ing  work  in  my  whole  life,  and  as  any  man  may  easily  judge 
of  the  ability  of  another  to  do  such  labor  by  his  hands  and  gen¬ 
eral  appearance,  no  man  would,  from  such  indications,  give 
me  wages  to  do  that  kind  of  labor  for  him. — On  the  other  hand 
it  is  impossible  to  find  employment  in  any  situation  involving 
resoonsibility,  without  some  reference  as  to  moral  character, 
qualifications,  &c.,  which,  it  must  be  admitted,  I  could  not  give. 
It  was  under  all  these  disadvantages  that  I  pushed  on  as  far 
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as  Charleston,  where  my  funds  became  exhausted;  and  when 
I  sought  in  vain  to  find  something  to  do,  which  would  cover 
my  expenses.  Finding  no  encouragement  to  remain  :n  Charles¬ 
ton,  and  being  unable  to  get  away  without  money,  1  n  ade  up 
a  plausible  story  and  obtained  $30,  ihe  pretences  all  being  en¬ 
tirely  false.  With  that  sum  I  went  on  to  Montgomery,  Ala¬ 
bama,  w  here,  upon  a  forged  letter  of  introduction,  I  negotiated 
a  small  draft,  with  which  I  continued  down  the  Alabama  river 
to  Selma,  at  which  place  1  arrived  on  the  24th  of  Dec.,  and 
where  they  were  then  holding  the  fall  races. 

I  wrent  to  the  race-course  where  I  lost  all  my  money,  and 
having  borrowed  twenty  dollars  from  the  landlord  of  the  hotel 
I  lost  that  to,  with  the  except. on  of  five  dollars,  which  1  man¬ 
aged  to  retain  in  my  pocket.  Being  thus  situated  in  an  ex¬ 
pensive  country,  1  had  to  do  something,  arid  that  speedily;  so 
at  night,  I  took  a  walk,  in  order  to  reflect  calmly  what  was  to 
be  done.  After  walking  a  while  1  met  a  likely  young  'negro, 
of  whom  I  asked  several  questions,  and  having  receded  intel¬ 
ligent  answers,  I  asked  him  if  he  was  not  brought  up  in  Vir¬ 
ginia?  to  which  he  said  yes;  I  asked  him  if  he  was  willing  to 
he  sold  and  carried  back  there?  he  said  in  answer,  that  he 
would  give  his  life  to  get  back  to  old  “Fergirmy,”  as  he  called 
it.  I  told  him  that  I  was  a  Virginian,  and  asked  him  if  it  made 
any  difference  with  him,  whether  he  was  sold  or  not,  provided 
he  could  get  a  better  master  and  home  ?  he  said  it  would  no 
make  the  least  differanee  with  him.  I  then  asked  him  if  he 
knew  any  other  darky  who  would  be  willing  to  leave  that  re¬ 
gion  with  him?  He  told  me  to  wait  a  few  minutes  until  he 
came  back.  Presently  he  returned  with  another  fine  looking 
young  fellow  with  him,  and  after  a  little  chat,  they  both  agreed 
to  go  with  me  where  ever  I  thought  proper  to  carry  them, 
provided  it  was  not  towards  New  Orleans,  w  ith  the  understand¬ 
ing.  that  I  should  give  each  one  of  them  fifty  dollars  when  I 
sold  them ;  with  this  agreement  w'e  parted  to  meet  at  a  certain 
bridge,  about  two  miles  off,  the  next  night  at  9  o’clock. 

It  has  already  been  observed  that  I  had  but  five  dollars  in 
money,  w'hich  was  not  sufficient  to  justify  me  in  starting  upon 
such  an  expedition,  with  the  additional  expense  of  my  two 
negros.  But  I  had  set  my  hand  and  mind  upon  it,  and  when 
that  is  the  case,  I  am  not  to  be  deterred  by  ordinary  ohtacles. 
So  the  next  day  at  the  race-conrse,  when  every  body  was  busy 
fleecing  and  being  fleeced,  I.  mouuted  a  fine  young  horse  ar.d 
rode  off,  my  object  being  to  have  the  darkies  walk,  making  all 
possible  speed  to  Montgomery,  which  was  only  fifty  miles  by 
land,  where  I  intended  to  sell1  the  horse  and  take  passage  with 
my  negros  in  the  cars  for  Georgia.  But  I  got  lost,  and  after 
riding  about  until  nearly  night,  I  found  myself  in  sight  of  the 
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race-course.  In  the  mean  time,  the  owner  of  the  horse  had 
missed  him,  and  had,  in  company  with  another  man,  started 
out  to  look  for  him,  and  it  so  happene  !,  that  they  were  just 
then  at  the  place  where  I  was  trying  to  find  the  road.  As  soon 
as  I  saw  them  I  turned  about  and  laid  lash,  and  they  after  me 
through  the  thicket.  In  a  short  time  I  lost  my  hat,  and  short¬ 
ly  afterwards  I  was  thrown  from  my  horse,  who  continued  to 
run  like  a  deer,  and  they  after  him  until  they  were  all  out  of 
sight. 

In  falling  from  the  horse  I  sprained  my  ancle  and  my  face 
was  bleeding  from  scratches, — and  to  make  the  matter  worse, 
mv  hat  was  gone,  and  the  small  amount  of  money  in  my  pock¬ 
et  was  gone  too,  it  having  dropped  out  on  my  falling  from  the 
horse. 

In  that  region  of  country  they  have  dogs  trained  for  the 
purpose  of  tracing  runaway  negros,  and  they  are  so  true,  that 
if  put  on  a  track  within  six  or  eight  hours  after  it  is  made,  it 
is  impossible  to  get  clear  o(  them.  It  was  not  more  than  an 
hour  after  being  thrown  from  the  horse  when  I  heard  the  dogs 
coming  on  my  track,  gaining  rapidly,  and  presently  they  came 
up  with  me,  when  finding,  as  I  suppose,  that  i  was  not  a  negro, 
I  soon  made  friends  with  them.  In  the  mean  time  I  saw  sev¬ 
eral  men  galloping  through  the  woods  in  chase,  but  it  so  hap¬ 
pened,  that  none  of  them  looked  in  the  right  direction,  until 
they  were  out  of  sight.  When  night  had  fully  set  in,  I  took 
my  course  through  the  woods,  wi'h  no  other  guide  than  the 
moon  and  stars,  my  only  object  being  to  get  out  of  that  neigh¬ 
borhood  as  soon  as  possible.  But  the  swamps  and  lagoons  in¬ 
terposed  such  obstacles,  and  I  made  so  little  pt  ogress,  that 
when  day-light  b  ‘gan  to  appear,  I  found  myself  at  the  very 
bridge,  which  had  been  designated  to  meet  the  darkies,  and 
only  two  miles  from  the  race-course. 

I  lay  by  concealed  all  day  without  a  single  mouthful  to 
eat,  and  at  night,  hungry  and  disheartened,  I  took  the  road  in 
the  direction  l  wanted  to  pursue.  After  walking  awhile,  I 
come  to  a  negro  quarter,  w  here  I  asked  some  questions,  telling 
them  that  I  had  been  out  hunting,  and  having  been  thrown  off 
my  horse  in  the  woods,  I  had  been  lost  all  day  and  was  very 
hungry.  They  gave  me  a  piece  of  meat  and  bread,  when  I 
pushed  on  until  I  came  to  a  small  Village  called  Burnsville. — 
It  was  now  about  11  o’clock,  and  I  had  approached  within  a 
small  distance  of  a  grocery  store,  when  I  saw  a  man  standing 
in  the  door,  and  I  having  stopped,  he  walked  up  to  me,  think¬ 
ing,  as  he  afterwards  said,  that  1  was  one  of  his  acquaintance. 
He  spoke  te  me,  but  owing  to  my  being  somewhat  deaf,  1  did 
not  hear  him,  but  stood,  with  a  good  cudgel  in  my  hand,  de¬ 
termined  to  make  battle  if  he  offered  to  lay  hands  on  me. — 
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After  waiting  a  short  time  I  turned  off  through  the  thicket  one 
way,  and  he  went  hack,  and  as  I  had  anticipated,  collected 
some  of  his  acquaintance  and  a  pack  of  dogs  to  pursue  me. 

I  had  walked  around  the  village  and  regained  the  road,  when  I  saw  a 
man,  by  moon-light,  standing  in  the  road  a  small  distance  before  me,  with 
a  gun  in  his  hand.  I  immediately  stepped  aside,  and  jumped  over  a  small 
brook,  when  I  heard  some  person  call  to  me,  then  a  gun  was  fired,  and  at 
the  same  instant,  I  felt  something  like  a  heavy  blow  from  a  cudgel  on  my 
ancle,  hut  finding  that  no  bones  were  broken  and  hearing  them  shouting  to 
their  dogs,  I  took  to  my  heels,  and  they  and  their  dogs  after  me.  It  was 
not  long  however,  before  I  found  that  I  was  too  badly  hurt  to  make  much 
more  exertions  to  escape,  so  I  sat  down  until  the  company  in  pursuit  came 
up.  They  were  mostly  young  men,  and  at  first,  they  seemed  disposed  to 
be  rough,  but  on  finding  that  I  was  neither  armed  nor  disposed  to  resist, 
they  cooled  down,  and  upon  being  made  sensible,  that  I  was  unable  to 
walk,  or  even  to  stand,  I  was  borne  by  them  to  the  village,  where,  a  phy¬ 
sician  being  called  in,  it  was  soon  ascertained,  that  I  was,  as  I  had  told 
them,  very  badly  hurt.  The  gun  which  had  been  fired,  was  loaded  with 
squirrel  shot,  eleven  of  which,  had  entered  the  heel  and  ancle  of  one  foot, 
and  three  the  other.  The  pain  which  it  caused  was  so  great,  that  nothing  but 
a  double  portion  of  Morphia,  as  Anodyne,  could  give  me  the  least  relief. 

The  next  morning,  a  magistrate  being  called  in,  I  was  senr  to  jail  at 
Cahawba,  Dallas  County,  where  I  remained  more  than  a  month,  before  I 
was  able  to  walk:  a  single  step.  As  the  proof  in  this  case,  was  too  positive 
to  leave  a  doubt,  as  to  what  would  be  the  result,  if  brought  to  trial,  the 
only  hope  1  could  see  of  getting  off,  was  to  feign  insanity.  I  adopted  this 
course,  and  acted  my  part  so  well,  that  when  the  court  sat,  my  insanity 
was  so  fully  established,  that  the  Grand  Jury  ignored  the  bill  of  indict¬ 
ment,  and  on  the  30th  of  April  1817,  I  was  discharged  from  custody,  hav¬ 
ing  been  confined  about  four  months. 

I  was  now  truly  in  a  destitute  situation.  Every  article  of  my  clothing, 
except  what  was  on  my  back,  had  been  scattered,  and  even  the  coat  wrhich 
I  wore,  had  but  one  skirt,  the  other  having  been  torn  off,  in  one  of  my  ex¬ 
treme  fits  of  madness.  I  saw  at  once,  on  being  released,  that  the  people  in 
that  community  were  desirous  of  getting  rid  of  me,  and  as  I  had  no  wish 
to  remain  with  them,  an  arrangement  w7as  soon  made,  for  on  receiving  a 
few  dollars  from  them,  I  left  immediately  on  foot,  laying  m3r  course  for 
Nashville  Tennessee.  It  would  be  impossible  for  any  language  to  dis¬ 
cribe,  the  fatigue,  privation  and  suffering,  w  hich  I  had  to  encounter,  neither 
shall  I  attempt  it.  Although  lame,  from  the  shot  wounds  I  had  received, 
I  travelled  three  hundred  miles  on'foot,  often  too  without  dinner  or  lodging, 
until  I  arrived  at  Nashville,  where  I  met  two  or  three  old  friends,  who 
kindly  relieved  my  wants.  1  made  many  applications  for  employment  at 
that  place,  but  my  hands,  w7ere  too  white  and  soft,  to  afford  any  evidence 
of  being  either  a  mechanic  or  laborer,  and  was  put  off,  and  sent  from  place 
to  place,  until  my  patience  w7as  exhausted,  so  I  solicited,  and  obtained  funds 
to  carry  me  to  Cincinnatti,  hoping  against  hope,  that  I  should  be  more  for¬ 
tunate  at  that  place.  At  Cincinnatti,  I  found  no  encouragement,  so  I 
called  on  the  Rev.  Mr.  Elliot  of  the  Methodist  Church,  who  on  hearing  my 
story,  kindly  furnished  me  with  six  dollars,  with  which  I  took  the  Steamer 
for  Pittsburgh,  w7here  I  arrived  without  a  single  cent  in  my  pocket,  and 
and  where,  I  could  not  get  one  for  either  love  or  labor.  And  in  that  con¬ 
dition,  I  started  on  foot  for  Baltimore,  and  with  the  exception  of  about 
three  dollars,  which  wras  given  me  at  Greenshurg  for  a  job  of  work  at  that 
place,  I  travelled  the  entire  route  on  foot,  upon  that  amount  to  Baltimore. 

When  I  arrived  at  Baltimore,  I  wTas  so  completely  worn  dowrn  by  fa- 
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tigue,  and  want,  that  I  do  not  now  think,  I  could  have  held  out  a  mile  fur¬ 
ther.  A  friend  of  mine,  upon  whom  I  called,  having'  furnished  me  with  a 
little  money,  I  rested,  and  refreshed  myself  a  few  days,  when  I  started  for 
New  York,  with  the  view  of  collecting  some  debts  which  was  due  me.  — 
But  in  all  things,  I  met  with  nothing  but  disappointment,  and  if  it  had 
been  possible  for  me  to  indulge  such  a  notion.  I  should  have  thought  that 
the  whole  vvorld  had  conspired  against  me.  I  succeeded,  whilst  in  New 
York,  in  getting  a  jew  jobs  of  work,  for  which  I  was  piorly  paid,  but  find, 
ing  that  I  could  depend  upon  nothing  in  that  city,  with  a  absolute  certainty, 
I  left  there  about  the  middle  of  Sept,  and  passing  through  Philadelphia,  I 
returned  to  Baltimore,  where  it  seemed,  that  my  feet  could  have  some  rest, 
for  there  I  found  employment  with  a  Mr.  Renwick.  at  $1,25  per  uay,  with 
the  prospect  of  its  being  permanent.  I  should  doubtless,  have  continued 
with  him,  but  after  being  there  about  a  week,  unfortunately  saw  a  para¬ 
graph  in  the  newspapers,  about  a  large  robbery, which  had  been  perpetrated 
on  Dr.  Brockenbrough  at  the  Warm  Springs,  Virginia. 

There  were  two  noted  thieves  of  my  acquaintance,  both  of  whom,  I 
had  every  reason  to  believe,  were  in  that  region  of  country,  and  knowing 
that  it  was  just  such  a  job  as  they  were  likely  to  execute,  I  could  not  resist 
the  conclusion,  that  they  were  the  parties  concerned  in  it.  They  both  owed 
me  money,  which  I  had  previously  loaned  them,  and  although  I  knew  they 
had  money  enough,  I  could  not  get  a  dollar  from  either,  I  therefore  deter¬ 
mined  to  look  into  it,  and  if  my  conjectures  were  true,  to  place  them  in 
the  hands  of  the  law.  For  this  purpose,  I  left  Baltimore  for  Richmond, 
travelling  on  foot  more  than  one  hundred  miles,  stimulated  by  the  prospect 
of  being  able  to  realize  the  reward  of  $500,  which  had  been  offered.  I  ar¬ 
rived  at  Richmond  Oct.  1.  1847,  and  immediately  called  on  John  D.  Mun- 
ford  Esq.,  a  lawyer  whom  I  had  formerly  employed,  and  who  was  fully 
apprised  of  what  rny  pursuits  had  been,  and  told  him  frankly  the  object 
that  had  brought  me  to  Richmond. 

Mr.  Munford  waited  on  Thos.  W.  Brockenbrough,  who  was  ao-ent  for 

•  ■  .  O'  o 

his  uncle  who  had  been  robbed,  and  through  that  means,  an  interview  was 
had,  when  'I  disclosed  the  full  grounds  upon  which  my  suspicions  were 
founded,  and  which  appeared  so  reasonable,  that  he  entered  into  my  views, 
and  advanced  $20,  to  enable  me  to  prosecute  the  investigation. 

It  was  understood  at  the  time,  that  I  should  leave  for  Baltimore,  the 
next  morning,  but  owing  to  a  serious  bruise,  which  1  had  received  by  ac- 
accident  from  a  hand-car,  I  felt  unable,  to  bear  the  jolting  on  the  Rail  Road, 
and  so  postponed  my  trip  until  another  day.  But  before  the  next  day  ar¬ 
rived,  I  met  Mr.  Brockenbrough  and  Mr.  Munford,  who  having  been  per¬ 
suaded,  that  1  had  made  a  cat’s  paw  of  the  one,  and  gulled  the  other, 
arrested  me,  and  took  me  before  the  Mayor,  who  sent  me  to  Jail  on  a  charge 
of  swindling.  On  the  14th  of  December  following,  I  was  brought  to  trial 
before  the  Hustings  Court  of  Richmond,  and  such  was  the  weight  of  cha¬ 
racter  and  influence  of  the  parties,  that  I  was  found  guilty  by  the  Jury, 
and  sentenced  to  six  months  confinement  in  the  city  Jail.  I  consider  it 
my  duty  to  declare,  that  in  the  above  case,  that  although  1  received  the 
money,  I  was  entirely  innocent  of  any  felonious  intention,  and  should  have 
acted  in  good  faith,  to  best  of  my  abilities. 

On  the  I4th  of  Jnne  1848,  when  the  above  sentence  had  expired,  after 
having  lain  more  than  eight  months,  in  one  of  the  fllthiest  and  most  dis- 
gusting  prison’s  in  the  United  States,  I  was  again  turned  loose  upon  the 
world,  without  a  cent  of  money  in  my  pocket,  or  a  descent  suit  of  clothes 
on  my  back.  In  that  situation,  I  made  application  at  all  the  painting  and 
varnishing  establishments  in  that  city,  but  my  fair  soft  hands,  testified 
against  me,  and  I  could  get  nothing  to  do.  I  left  Richmond  in  that  condi¬ 
tion,  and  travelled  on  foot  130  miles  to  Lynchburg  ;  1  also  went  to  Danville, 
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from  whence  I  turned  my  course  to  Norfolk,  where  I  arrived,  having  walk¬ 
ed  more  than  500  miles,  and  subsisting  the  most  of  the  time  upon  the  hos¬ 
pitalities  of  the  citizens  among  whom  1  travelled. 

On  looking  around  at  Norfolk,  the  same  gloomy  prospects  met  me,  and 
I  became  completely  broken  down  and  disheartened.  It  was  just  at  that 
time,  that  a  gentleman,  who  heard  me  speaking  freely  of  my  destitute  sit¬ 
uation,.  advised  me  to  go  to  a  certain  neighborhood  which  he  named  in 
Princess  Ann  County,  telling  me  they  were  very  anxious  to  find  a  good 
school  teacher,  and  that  he  had  no  doubt,  from  my  language,  age  &c.,  but 
what  I  would  suit  them.  I  took  his  advice,  and  went  as  he  directed  me, 
but  I  was  too  late,  the  situation  had  just  been  filled. 

It  was  then,  after  having  endeavored,  for  more  than  a  year  to  change 
my  detestible  pursuits, — aftf**  having  suffered  more  than  I  am  able  or  will¬ 
ing  to  utter,  and  being  in  want  of  every  thing,  without  the  least  prospect 
of  being  enabled  to  do  better,  my  resolution  of  amendment  of  life  gave 
way,  and  I  once*  more  determined  to  place  the  laws  at  defiance,  and  as  I 
had  been  denied  the  privilege  of  living  honestly,  I  would  make  the  coun¬ 
try  support  me,  and  it  became  of  but  little  consequence,  whether  it  was  in 
Jail,  or  out  of  it.  Having  come  to  the  above  determination,  I  went  that 
very  night  to  the  stable  of  a  gentleman,  and  took  out  a  horse,  which, 
without  either  saddle  or  hridle,  (having  nothing  but  a  halter,)  I  rode  eigh¬ 
teen  miles  to  Norfolk,  in  time  to  get  him  on  the  morning  Steamer  for  Rich¬ 
mond,  having  made  an  arrangement  to  pay  on  arriving  there. 

The  horse  having  been  sent  to  a  livery  Stable  kept  by  Mr.  T.  Davis, 
1  called  on  him  the  next  morning,  to  see  if  I  could  dispose  of  him,  which 
I  was  about  to  do,  when  a  report  reached  Mr.  Davis,  that  only  a  week  pre¬ 
viously,  a  man,  giving  his  name  as  Clark,  had  hired  a  horse  from  a  neigh¬ 
boring  stable,  and  forgot  to  return  him.  The  man  in  question  came  and 
looked  at  me,  without  my  being  apprised  of  what  was  going  on,  and  said 
he  thought  I  was  the  man,  upon  which  they  sent  for  a  police  officer,  who 
immediately  took  mein  custody.  Three  days  afterwards,  the  owner  of  the 
horse  from  Princess  Ann,  came  and  took  him  away,  and  as  a  matter  of 
course,  I  was  held  over  for  trial.  On  the  28th  of  Oct.  I  was  brought  to 
trial  before  the  Circuit  Superior  Court  at  Richmond,  where  I  immediately 
plead  guilty  to  the  indictment,  and  then  briefly  detailed  to  the  Jury,  (who 
in  that  State  finds  the  punishment,)  the  circumstances  which  led  to  the  act, 
and  as  many  of  my  statements  were  known  by  the  Commonwealth  Attorney 
to  be  true,  it  produced  such  an  effect,  that  all  parties,  including  the  Judge, 
joined  in  a  plea  to  the  Jury,  to  be  favorable  in  the  sentence,  which  was  in 
a  few  minutes  fixed  at  one  year  in  the  Virginia  Penitentiary,  and  which 
sentence  exjdred  on  the  28th  of  Oct.  1849,  when  I  was  again  discharged. 

Having  brought  the  incidents  of  my  life  down  to  that  period,  I  will 
now  drop  the  curtain,  for  it  would  be  improper  and  indelicate  to  speak  of 
men  and  things,  which  may  yet  become  the  subject  of  legal  investigation. 
Yet  I  cannot  close  this  part  of  my  work,  without  offering  a  few  reflec¬ 
tions,  which  being  drawn  from  a  sad  experience,  it  is  hoped,  may  not  be 
without  a  salutary  effect. 

In  endeavoring  to  prove  by  a  process  of  reasoning,  the  advantages 
which  an  honest  man,  and  an  honest  life,  possess,  when  contrasted  with 
the  life  and  pursuits  of  a  thief,  the  proposition  appears  to  be  too  selfevi- 
dent,  to  require  any  such  proof.  For  if  estimated  only  as  a  question  of 
dollars  and  cents,  observation  and  experience,  must  carry  conviction  to 
the  heirt  and  conscience  of  every  intelligent  man.  . 

Now  1  do  not  pretend  to  hide  from  myself  or  the  reader,  that  in  many 
respects,  I  have  great  ad  ventages  over  a  large  portion  of  those  who  have 
been  engaged  in  similar  pursuits,  and  yet  I  have  spent  more  than  seven¬ 
teen  years  in  confinement,  and  am  now  in  Jail,  destitute  of  either  com- 
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forts  for  the  present,  or  hopes  for  the  future.  My  life,  for  more  than  twen¬ 
ty  years,  has  been  but  little  better  than  a  removal  from  one  Jail  to  another 
and  from  one  scene  of  degradation  to  one  still  worse,  and  such  is  the  his¬ 
tory  of  all,  without  a  solitary  exception.  And  although  we  may  spend 
our  hundreds,  and  waste  our  thousands,  and  we  also  may  be  able  for  brief 
spaces  of  time,  t<>  float  on  the  tide  which  money  alone  creates,  1  have  nev¬ 
er,  m  an  extensive  acquaintance,  and  a  close  observation  known  a  man 
who  had  obtained  money  dishonestly,  which  did  not  ultimately  take  to 
itself  wings  and  leave  him.  In  view  then  of  these  facts  which  cannot  be 
gainsayed,  the  question  as  proposed  should  be  considered  as  settled.  But 
when  we  take  in  view,  the  heart-rending  anguish  and  grief,  of  parents 
wives  and  children.  When  we  view  the  desolation  of  families,  and  the  wreck 
of  a  fair  napie  and  in  addition  to  all  this,  when  we  are  forced  by  the  finger 
of  scorn,  or  the  scowl  of  disgust,  to  flee  from  respectable  society,  it  would 
seem  that  nothing  but  the  ravings  of  a  maniac,  or  the  imbecility  of  the;idiot 
could  account  for  such  a  fatal  delusion.  I  would  then,  as  one  on  the  brink 
of  the  grave  call  upon  all,  both  young  and  old,  I  would  warn  them  by 
their  hopes  of  happiness,  both  here  and  hereafter,  to  avoid  the  forbidden 
paths  which  lead  to  temptation,  and  I  may  be  permitted  to  add,  that  the 
only  unerring  rule  which  will  lead  to  the  pure,  ^alloyed  enjoyments  in 

life,  are  to  be  found  imbodied  in  the  principles  and  precepts  of  the  Christ¬ 
ian  Religion. 

o 

January  1851.  Having  stated  in  the  conclusion  of  my  adventures 
that  I  was  at  that  time  in  jail,  ar.d  finding,  that  this  work  will  probably 
be  published  to  the  world,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  add  what  has  transpired 
since  my  discharge  from  the  Va.,  Penitentiary  in  Oct.  1849.  One  of  the 
greatest  calamities  to  which  human  nature  is  subjectible,  has  beengradually 
increasing  on  me  for  several  years,  and  which,  at  the  time  I  speak  of,  had 
become  so  fatal,  that  all  hopes  of  being  able  to  make  myself  useful  in  any 
intellectual  pursuit,  had  to  be  abandoned.  The  infirmity  to  which  I  alude 
is  deafness.  It  was  under  such  discouraging  circumstances,  that  I  was’ 
turned  loose  upon  the  world,  without  money,  friends  or  anything  upon 
earth  to  which  I  could  cling  for  an  honorable  support,  and  the  man  who 
cannot  plainly  perceive  the  inevitable  result,  must  have  but  a  limited 
knowledge  of  the  operations  of  the  humane  mind.  Crimo  was  again 
resorted  to,  and  the  consequences,— which  I  then  plainly  foresaw.— have 
been  more  then  fully  realised. 

As  my  deafness  rendered  it  impossible  for  me  to  operate  in  the  hotel 
line  of  busines  as  formerly,  I  became  a  horse  trader ,  buying  at  first  cost,  !and 
selhng  to  the  best  advantage.  Consequently  the  proceed s'frorn  such  sales, 
after  deducting  the  expenses,  were  clear  profit.  I  think  I  may  say,  with¬ 
out  the  imputation  of  vanity  or  boasting,  that  lhave  always  been  industri¬ 
ous  and  persevering,  and  as  an  evidence  of  it  (my  operations  beino-  confined 
almost  entirely  south  of  the  Potomac),  that  region  of  the  count™  became 
quite  excited,  before  the  winter  had  passed  by,  and  several  gentlemen 
became  very  axious  te  become  better  acquainted  with  me.  So  much  was  I 
sought  after  that  in  the  latter  part  of  March  1850,  having  accasion  to  go 

Ikt0cul0rti1  *Car?linai°  dlP°se  of  a  horse,  I  was  arrested  on  my  return,  on 
*  ,  5^.h  of  April,  at  D—  Va.,  and  kept  closely  locked  up,  until  the  11th  of 
July  following  It  would  be  difficult  to  describe  the  bitterness  with  which 
1  was  than  persecuted,  or  to  conceive  the  absurdity  of  many  things,  which 
were  alleged  against  me.  Yet  upon  every  charge  there*  was  an  entire 
failure  in  proof,  necessary  to  procure  conviction. 

On  the  11th  of  July  last,  as  before  stated,  I  was  discharged  from'  • 
custody, and  immediately  recommenced  operations,  laying  my  course  to  the 
iNorth.  The  first  sale  I  affected  was  at  Washington,  \vhere  I  received 
the  much  needed  amount  of  $50  in  cash.  My  next  sale  brought  me  $55 


36  SEVENTEEN  VEVRS  IN  PRISON, 

and  I  continued  a  very  active  business,  still  going  north,  until  I  got  as  far 
as  New  York.  Alter  full  reflection  upon  all  the  dangers  and  advantages, 
arising  from  such  a  line  of  business,  I  became  fully  satisfied,  that  it  could 
not  be  pursued  with  even  common  safety,  without  the  precaution  of  having 
a  kind  of  home,  to  which  1  could  retire  when  necessary,  and  tor  this  pur¬ 
pose  1  bargained  for,  and  paid  over  $200  for  a  small  place,  which  would  in 
every  respect  suit  my  purposes.  But  1  will  proceed  with  my  narrative. 

In  passing  through  Lancaster  county,  I  observed  several  places,  where 
I  could  get  very  fine  and  valuable  horses  at  my  own  price ,  ai  d  with  very 
little  trouble.  1  was  then  on  my  way  to  Philadelp  ia,  and  as  soon  as  I 
had  disposed  of  a  nag  in  that  City,  I  took  the  cars  for  Lancaster,  in  order 
to  make  the  best  bargain,  that  might  be  offered  in  my  line  of  business.  But 
from  some  cause  for  which  I  am  unable  to  account,  the  horses  were  all 
out  of  the  way,  so  that  1  could  not  find  a  single  trade  to  please  me.  So 
I  went  over  to  Maryland,  and  obtained  a  nag,  which  1  rode  to  Philadel¬ 
phia  and  was  about  to  sell  him  for  $75.  Whilst  the  sale  was  in  contem¬ 
plation.  I  took  the  precaution  to  examine  the  “Baltimore  Sun,”  where  I 
saw  a  horse  advertised  as  having  been  stolen,  the  description  being  precise¬ 
ly  like  the  one  I  was  about  to  dispo>e  of.  Under  snch  circumstances  I 
thought  it  would  be  best  lor  me  to  slope  as  quick  as  possible.  Accordingly 
I  went  to  the  hotel,  where  I  had  put  up,  mounted  my  horse  and  lei t  forth¬ 
with.!  I  rode  out  to  a  village  some  twenty  miles  from  Philadelphia,  where 
I  disposed  of  him  at  a  great  sacrifice.  As  1  could  not  feel  satisfied  to 
abandon  my  speculation  in  Lancaster,  I  again  took  the  cars  for  that  county. 
But  by  a  singular  coincidence,  neither  of  the  horses  I  had  in  view,  could 
be  found.  It  was  out  of  the  question  for  me  to  be  idle,  so  after  failing  to 
get  a  bargain  at  a  place  called  Oak  Hill,  I  took  a  road  entirely  at  random, 
which  carried  me  to  the  residence  of  Mr.  James  Patterson,  some  two  or 
three  miles  from  Oak  Hill.  I  went  to  his  stables,  and  after  searching  for 
time  1  found  a  good  saddle  and  bridle,  and  what  I  thought  was  much  bet¬ 
ter,  a  fine  mare  in  the  stable.  The  night  was  somewhat  advanced,  and  at 
first,  I  thought  lying  by  until  the  following  night,  but  as  I  did  not  wish  to 
be  seen  in  the  neighborhood,  I  immediately  mounted  her,  hoping,  that  by 
brisk  travelling  I  might  be  able  to  arrive  at  Wilmington  in  time  for  the 
Morning  Boat  to  Philadelphia.  Owing  however  to  my  late  start,  l  was 
unable  to  reach  in  due  time,  and  to  make  the  matter  still  worse,  I  met 
about  sun-r  se,  a  neighbor  of  Mr.  Patterson’s,  who  had  seen  me  a  few  days 
previously,  and  who  likewise  had  seen  the  mare  1  was  riding.  The  con’ 
sequence  was,  that  Mr.  Patterson  and  those  who  were  in  pursuit,  found  my 
track  and  was  also  enabled  to  describe  my  person,  which  was  done,  in  both 
handbills  and  newspapers. 

I  carried  the  mare  to  New  York,  where  I  arrived  on  Friday,  the  13th 
of  Sept,  last,  and  had  her  put  up  at  the  stables  of  Mr.  Underhill,  to  be  sold 
by  him  to  the  best  advantage.  On  the  next  day  I  went  to  the  reading- 
room  in  the  Merchants  Exchange,  to  examine  the  Philadelphia  papers,  and 
where  I  found  in  the  “Pub'ic  Ledger”,  that  the  mare  was  advertised  and 
very  closely  described.  As  I  thought  it  highly  probable  that  the  advertise¬ 
ment  might  make  its  appearance  in  the  New  York  papers  on  the  following 
Monday,  I  determined  to  dispose  of  her  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 
For  this  purpose  1  went  among  the  blacklegs,  who  skulk  about  the  Bowe¬ 
ry  Theatre  in  crowds,  where  I  effected  the  following  terms  of  sale:  The 
price  was  fixed  at  $100,  the  gambler,  whose  name  was  Carter,  paying  me 
$50  in  cash,  we  were  then  to  play  a  game  of  Bluff  to  the  amount  of  $50 
more.  It  will  be  enough  to  say,  that  I  lost  the  $50  and  he,  with  another 
of  the  party,  took  possession  of  the  mare.  I  may  be  permitted  to  remark 
here,  that  the  world  could  scarcely  find  a  match  in  villa ny  to  the  gang  of 
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■scoundrels,  who  infest  the  dens  of  infamy  In  the  neighborhood  of  the 
Bowery,  but  I  got  even  with  them. 

On  Monday,  Sept.  16.,  I  lei t  New  York  and  came  to  New  Brunswick, 
where  1  remained  until  Tuesday  night,  when  1  took  the  cars  to  Trenton. 
Whilst  at  Trenton,  1  saw  enough  in  the  newspapers  to  satisfy  me,  that  it 
would  be  utterly  unsafe  for  me  to  go  any  nearer  to  Philadelphia.  I  there* 
fore  went  up  the  Delaware  river  to  Yardleyville  and  crossed  over  into 
Pennsylvania,  with  the  intention  of  crossing  through  the  country  as  privat* 
ly  as  possible,  until  I  could  get  out  of  the  neighborhood,  which  became  too 
hot  fur  me.  I  was  entirely  unacquainted  with  the  country  roads  and  could 
only  shape  my  course  according  to  circumstances.  I  inquired  the  route  to 
Norristown,  and  was  told  that  Newtown  would  be  in  my  course.  On 
Wednesday,  the  18th,  1  was  up  nearly  all  night  and  on  the  19th  I  arrived 
at  Newtown  early  in  the  morning.  Being  fatigued  and  low  spirited,  and 
the  weather  appearing  unsettled,  I  stepped  into  the  hotel  kept  by  Mr.  S. 
Hough  to  rest  and  get  breakfast.  1  did  not  dream  of  danger  at  that  place, 
vet  if  1  had  only  examined  the  numerous  handbills  displayed  on  the  wall, 
1  might  have  gone  off  in  safety.  After  breakfast  I  still  continued  to  read 
the  newspapers,  until  Mr.  Hough,  who  had  just  gotten  up,  came  into  the 
bar-room,  and  when  I  was  about  to  leave,  asked  me  where  I  staid  the 
night  before.  I  told  him  that  I  staid  a  few  miles  below  there.  He  then 
showed  me  a  handbill  on  the  wall,  and  asked  what  I  had  to  say  to  it.  I 
told  him  I  did  not  have  a  word  to  say.  He  accordingly  arrested  me  on 
the  description  given  by  Mr.  Patterson  of  Lancaster.  He  took  me  to 
Bristol,  where,  being  indentified  by  Mr.  Wm.  Early,  as  having  traded  a 
horse  to  him,  which  he  said  had  turned  out  to  be  stolen.  I  was  committed 
to  jail  in  Doylestown  and  escorted  there  by  Mr.  Hough  himself. 

On  the  morning  after  may  arrival  at  Doylestown.  1  was  somewhat 
surprised,  when  a  Mr.  Samuel  Green  and  several  other  gentlemen  called 
at  the  jail  to  see  me.  but  my  surprise  and  astonishment  was  increased, 
when  told  by  Mr.  Green,  that  he  believed  me  to  be  the  inan,  who  on  the 
2nd  of  last  April  hired  a  horse  and  wagon  of  him  and  forgot  to  return  it, 
adding  at  the  same  time,  that  he  thought  he  could  proof  it.  Knowing  as  1 
did,  that  there  were  records  to  prove  that  I  was  at  that  time  more  than 
tour  hundaed  miles  from  Doylestown.  I  dared  him  even  to  make  the  at¬ 
tempt.  Telling  him  plainly,  that  I  would  stamp  any  such  charge  with 
the  falsehood  it  merited.  Well,  the  charge  has  been  made  and  thus  far 
sustained,  and  it  only  remains  for  me  to  redeem  the  promise  then  made, 
which  1  am  abundantly  able  to  do. 

In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Patterson  tonk  the  necessary  steps  to  have  me 
removed  to  Lancaster  for  trial,  which  took  place  at  the  November  Term, 
where  1  was  convicted  upon  the  charge  of  stealing  his  mare,  and  sen  ten* 
ced  to  the  Eastern  Penitentiary  for  the  term  of  two  years  and  six  months. 

When  the  above  trial  was  over, Mr.  Patterson  called  on  me  at  the  jail 
in  Lancaster,  for  the  purpose,  if  possible,  to  get  from  me  some  intelligence 
which  would  enable  him  to  find  his  property.  He  used  all  the  blandness 
of  manner  which  he  could  command,  and  after  several  consultations,  l 
gave  him  the  desired  information  on  the  following  terms:  He  put  8*20  in 
the  hand  of  Mr.  Huber,  the  sheriff,  with  the  explicit  agreement,  that  if  he 
obtained  his  property,  the  $20  should  be  given  to  me,  but  if  he  failed,  I 
was  to  have  no  claim  upon  it.  I  then  told  him  plainly  where  I  had  left 
the  mare,  adding  that  I  had  but  little  doubt,  but  what  he  would  find  her 
at  the  same  place;  but  if  not,  he  would  be  enabled  to  get  upon  the  true 
trace  as  to  where  she  would  be  found,  and  at  any  rate,  he  would  find,  that 
1  had  acted  in  good  faith  with  him.  Mr.  Patterson  and  some  of  his  friends 
immediately  left  lor  New  York,  where  he  succeeded  in  getting  his  proper* 
ty,  and  having  done  so,  he  called  on  me  again,  and  after  detailing  the  dif- 
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Acuities  lie  had  to  encounter,  asked  me  what  was  to  be  done  with  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  the  contingent  $20  left  with  Mr.  Huber.  I  told  him,  that  our  agreed 
ment  was  to  explicit  to  render  that  question  necessary,  and  that  I  did  not 
suppose  he  would  violate  thn  probity  of  an  honest  man,  by  laing  any  claim 
to  it.  His  answer  was,  that  he  did  not  find  the  mare,  where  I  dold  him 
he  would,  and  at  ans  rate  he  had  no  notion  of  buying  up  his  own  property 
in  that  way.  He  then  gave  me  five  dollars  and  we  separated  ;  and  1  had 
as  well  finish  by  addinfi  the  fact,  that  a  fellow,  who  was  confined  in  the 
same  room  with  me,  stole  every  cent  out  of  my  pocket,  when  1  was  asleep. 

A  few  remarks  upon  this  part  of  my  subject,  and  I  shall  have  done 
with  it,  Mr.  Patterson  is  a  man,  who,  I  cannot  doubt,  enjoys  the  reput¬ 
ation  of  being  an  honerable  man.  In  fact,  it  was  that  consideration,  joined 
to  the  argnments  of  others  with  whom  I  conversed,  that  prompted  me  to 
take  the  course  I  did,  for  I  certainly  felt  myself  under  no  obligations  arising 
from  his  conduct  towards  me  during  the  trial,  for  he  never  yielded  a  particle 
from  his  endeavors  to  prosecute  to  the  utmost  limit  of  the  law,  and  I 
may  say,  that  not  a  single  act  of  his  in  the  prosecution  would  hear  the 
imputation  of  being  dishonorable,  and  yet  forthe  paltry  sum  of  $15,  when 
it  could  be  done  with  impunity,  was  sufficient  to  make  him  violate  his 
word  as  a  gentleman.  Such  is  the  standard  of  moral  honesty. 

In  a  few  days  after  trial  I  was  remanded  to  Doylestown,  to  answer 
the  charge  prefered  by  Mr.  S.  Green,  as  befora  stated.  The  trial  came  off 
the  1st  in  Dec.,  and  owing  to  the  fact,  that  I  could  not  believe  any  man, 
bearing  the  stamp  of  humanity,  could  be  bold  enough  to  hazard  a 
reputation  for  veracity,  would  come  forwerd,  and  solemnly  state  upon 
upon  oath,  that  I  am  the  individual,  who  obtained  Green’s  horse  and 
wagon  on  the  2nd  of  April.  I  had  made  but  little  preparation  for  my 
defence.  But  I  was  mistaken.  Several  witnesses,  among  whom  was 
Dr.  Harvey  and  Esq.  Gilkyson,  the  latter  gentleman  was  positive  as  to 
my  indentity,  and  as  I  could  not  offer  any  legal  testimony  to  rebut  it, 
the  Jury  could  not  do  otherwise  than  convict  me.  It  is  impossible  to 
conceive  a  more  humilating  view  of  human  nature,  then  is  presented  by 
the  facts  connected  with  this  prosecution.  Nor  is  it  possible  for  any 
contingency  to  arise,  which  would  tend  more  to  destroy  confidence  in  human 
testimony  than  is  presented  in  this  case.  But  it  is  not  yet  ended,  and 
reflections  like  these  may  at  present,  appear  improper.  The  result  will 
disclose  where  the  guilt  exists.  A  petition  has  been  filed,  asking  for  a 
new  trial,  and  as  such,  the  sentence  is  now  suspended,  and  I  will  drop  the 
subjeer. 


V 


